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200 N. Spring St., Room 475 Los Angeles, CA 90012 

March 2026

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the City of Los Angeles and the 15th Council District, I am pleased to 
welcome  you to the 23rd annual LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF). 

I offer my heartfelt appreciation to LAHIFF for 23 years of entertaining, educating, and  
enlightening the residents of the Harbor area, while also promoting the region to visitors. 

I am excited to see that the “Read the Book, See the Movie” program is continuing. Over  
the years, LAHIFF has distributed thousands of books to students and community 
readers  through this educational outreach program. This year’s selection of The Swiss 
Family Robinson by Johann Wyss, will surely bring enjoyment to the students and 
readers alike.

I look forward to many more years of celebrating cinema and literature in San Pedro 
with  the LA Harbor International Film Festival, and extend my best wishes for a fun and 
enjoyable experience! 

Respectfully, 

TIM McOSKER 
Councilmember, 15th District 

TIM McOSKER 
Councilmember, 15th District 

Friday, March 6 Opening Night 
Venue: Dalmatian American Club (DAC) 

Program B  
5 pm “Happy Hour +” 
@ 5:45  pm  
Short videos featuring LAHIFF sponsors 
@ 5:50 pm Welcome and Introductions 

  
6 pm 
Stories of Los Angeles Harbor Area:  For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow  (SOLAHA The Movie Volume VII) 
(USA ~ GameChange ~ 2026 ~ @30 min. ~ Produced by Jack Baric & Stephanie Mardesich ~ Dir. Jack Baric)  

Conversation and Q&A after the film 
 

The Production 
      Stories Of Los Angeles Harbor Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow (SOLAHA) oral history project launched 
in 2018 under auspices of the LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF). The mission is to preserve the proud history 
of the people and communities of the Los Angeles harbor area that spans from the port towns of San Pedro and 
Wilmington, to include Lomita, Harbor City and Palos Verdes Peninsula, recognizing what is inherent; and to enlighten and 
encourage future generations to continue aspiring to make the harbor area a great place to live, work, and invest in as the 
area continues to evolve.  
 SOLAHA is the first ever oral history project sponsored by Los Angeles County made possible through initial grant 
funding by Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4; and individual and corporate sponsorship for the 
website.  
  Volume I was filmed and debuted in 2018 including 20 individuals, resulting in 72 stories, with segments 
dispatched via internet through 2019 and available to view at website.  For the 16th LAHIFF (2019) the closing program for 
DocSunday was SOLAHA The Movie Volume I composite film including one representative story from each participant 
demonstrating and encouraging the importance of retaining memories of the past for the present and future generations. 
Vol. II was filmed in 2020, with ten participants, rendering 52 stories released that year. Vol. III was filmed in 2021, with ten 
participants yielding 49  stories released in March 2022. Composite film of Vol. II and Vol. III (filmed in fINdings gallery), 
premiered at 19th LAHIFF  included one story from each participant.   
 SOLAHA Vol. IV (filmed in Los Angeles Maritime Museum)  included ten  participants filmed in 2022 and released in 
September 2023 yielding 55 stories with the composite film the closing program DocSunday for 20th LAHIFF with one story 
from each participant. Vol. V (filmed in the Warner Grand Theatre) launched in January 2024 and segments released 
weekly interspersed with remaining Vol. IV segments. The Vol. V  and Vol. Vi composite films premiered opening nights at 
21st  and 22nd  LAHIFF at the DAC.  Vol. VI  filmed on location in the DAC (July 2024)  as was Vol. VII (Dec. 2025) with 
composite film debut at LAHIFF 2026. Final number of stories to be determined. Sponsor list follows with film credits. 
Continue to tune in to website to see/hear all the stories.  
 Since the inception of SOLAHA five participants have passed away which emphases  the importance of recording 
their stories and preserving memories; mundane and momentous and occasions. “If we do not save our history today, we 
lose it for tomorrow.” (SM)  For more see: www.storieslaharborarea.com 

 
The Participants  

 
Carol (Thomas) Rugnetta: - Hospitality Executive  
 The niece of Assemblyman  Vincent Thomas reveals how the  “Tomas” Croatian family emigrated to the United 
States of America and gained an “H” to their last name when being processed at Ellis Island.  
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KAREN BASS 
MAYOR 

March 5, 2026  

Dear Friends,  

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 23rd Annual LA Harbor International 

Film Festival (LAHIFF).  

For more than two decades, LAHIFF has served as a cinematic bridge between the 

people of our region and the people of the world. By showcasing films and programs 

that reflect the Harbor Area’s rich history and diverse communities, the Festival 

continues to entertain, enlighten, and inspire audiences throughout Los Angeles and 

beyond.  

This year’s Festival, hosted across multiple Harbor venues, reflects both creativity and 

resilience as it continues its tradition of excellence while longtime spaces undergo 

renovation. The iconic “Cinematic Bridge” theme remains a powerful symbol of 

LAHIFF’s mission of connecting storytellers, artists, and audiences through the shared 

language of film, and through partnerships with local artists, community organizations, 

and dedicated supporters, LAHIFF strengthens our City’s vibrant cultural landscape and 

reinforces the Harbor as a center for artistic expression. 

You have my best wishes on a memorable event!  

Sincerely, 

Karen Bass Karen Bass

 
“DocSunday”, March 8 ~ Closing Event ~ POLA Premieres 

Venue: YWCA Harbor Area “Julia Morgan Auditorium”  
Program D   

                             About……YWCA of the Harbor Area 
 
  The story of the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) of 
the Harbor Area in San Pedro (SP) begins in November 1917 with six 
women coming together form the SP War Work Council. The Councils 
were part of a program sponsored by the National YWCA to address 
unique needs of women during World War I. Issues of concern included 
access to housing and recreation in urban areas with the influx of war 
work; meeting places around training camps where women could visit 
friends and relatives in the service; and concern for social morality 
issues, especially around military bases. 
  In 1917, the San Pedro War Work Council commissioned a 
detailed report outlining the social conditions in San Pedro. Although War 
Work Councils were erecting mostly temporary facilities specifically for 
wartime use, the report strongly advised that permanent facilities were 
needed in the port town since Fort MacArthur was located there and 
would continue to be active after the war. 
  Built in 1918, the architect Julia Morgan (1872-1957) designed the 
YWCA as a clubhouse located at 437 W. 9th Street in a residential 
neighborhood adjacent to historic downtown SP near the harbor. Morgan 
was one of California’s most influential architects. Remarkable not only 
as an independent woman working in what was traditionally a man’s provenance she was also a meticulous engineer 
who had already designed several YWCA related projects when she was brought in to plan the SP edifice.  In total she 
was architect for 32 YWCAs in California.  The SP building  is the last of two in the State actually still functioning. With 
its National Registry of Historic Monument status It is a true treasure and asset to SP and harbor area. 
  At a meeting in January 1918 Morgan  received the recommendations from the report that called for “a club and 
recreation center to compete successfully with public dances, motion pictures shows, and streets filled with men in 
uniform; housing with facilities for laundry and cooking breakfast; and rooms for 20 girls [to] provide for the acute 
emergency.” A swimming pool was a key part of the recommendations, as it offered young women a recreational 
outlet not available elsewhere in San Pedro. A budget of $5,000 for land, $12,000 for the building, and $2,500 for 
furnishings was established at the meeting. The unassuming board-and-batten structure differs dramatically from 
Morgan’s most extensive and iconic commission William Randolph Hearst’s La Cuesta Encantata (Hearst Castle) in 
San Simeon. These two projects demonstrate Morgan’s chameleon-like ability to suit the style of her buildings to the 
needs and budgets of each individual client.  
  Over the decades the YWCA has been a center for social and community activities, particularly for teenage 
girls in the 1940s-60s. The focus shifted some to be more inclusive of the wider community. After more than one 
hundred years of continuous service the YWCA still provides access for women as originally intended with expanded 
programs to nearly 20,000 individuals, children and families in need, including food and clothing distribution;  and 
composting,  workforce development digital skills, “Julia’s Closet” boutique style thrift store, childcare for three month 
to 5 yrs old, annual afternoon tea and many other significant events in a calendar year.   
  Plans are underway for expansion of the site and services, to restore the historical edifice and replace the east 
side building erected in the early 1950s as single apartments offering supplemental housing for young women in 
transition. This will include four storey housing and programming space to support wrap-around services to domestic 
violence victims and their children; and what has  been identified as a great deficit for senior women who need 
housing. Donations are needed and welcome and may be made to YWCA Harbor Area JMB Building Fund, 437 W. 9th 
St., SP 90731 For more information go to: YWCAHarbor.org 
 

Mission Statement 
To foster the economic self-sufficiency, emotional and physical well-being of women and girls, and their families in a 
world of peace, racial justice, dignity, freedom, and equality for all. 

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KAREN BASS 
MAYOR 

 
March 5, 2026  

 

Dear Friends,  

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 23rd Annual LA Harbor International 

Film Festival (LAHIFF).  

 

For more than two decades, LAHIFF has served as a cinematic bridge between the 

people of our region and the people of the world. By showcasing films and programs 

that reflect the Harbor Area’s rich history and diverse communities, the Festival 

continues to entertain, enlighten, and inspire audiences throughout Los Angeles and 

beyond.  

 

This year’s Festival, hosted across multiple Harbor venues, reflects both creativity and 

resilience as it continues its tradition of excellence while longtime spaces undergo 

renovation. The iconic “Cinematic Bridge” theme remains a powerful symbol of 

LAHIFF’s mission of connecting storytellers, artists, and audiences through the shared 

language of film, and through partnerships with local artists, community organizations, 

and dedicated supporters, LAHIFF strengthens our City’s vibrant cultural landscape and 

reinforces the Harbor as a center for artistic expression. 

 

You have my best wishes on a memorable event!  

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karen Bass 
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          LAHIFF offers special thanks to the following for their assistance and support:  
Board of Directors  

Stephanie Mardesich, Founder/ Director/CEO  
Carla Contestable, Andrea (Rukavina) Hegybelii, Nancy (McCutchan) Nottingham, Sally Corkran Jarrett  

In remembrance (late) Peter Read Miler 
*     *     * 

Lora Caudill, Principal Van Deene Steam Academy & Arts Magnate, Education Coordinator ~  
Sonia Bailey, Ex. Dir. YWCA Harbor Area, Volunteer Coordinator ~ Erika Velasquez ~ Jennifer Zivkovic LeMarque  

 Alysa Marks,  Website Design/Management ~  Marifrances Trivelli, Director, Los Angeles Maritime Museum  
Deborah Mardesich (internet support) ~ George Van Buren & Associates (accounting service)  

Vargas Enterprises (computer support) ~ Co-founder emeritus Jack Baric 
~  Souvenir Program prepared by Stephanie Mardesich  ~ 

 
Stephanie Mardesich, Festival Director/Founder 

Born and raised in San Pedro, California, Stephanie attended local public and private schools graduating with honors from San 
Pedro High School where she was active in student government and service clubs. The tradition of service was instilled in her from early 
childhood as a Brownie, Girl Scout,  charter member of the Assisteens, Jobs Daughters (majority member), and progeny of a historic  
family of Croatian and European  descent acknowledged for involvement in the cultural life of the community. 

She continued her higher education at Pine Manor College, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts  (A.A. Liberal Arts; now part of Boston 
College); University of Southern California (USC) (B.A. English Literature/Humanities; graduate studies USC School of Cinematic Arts 
M.A. thesis stage film history, criticism, aesthetics). Further studies include cours de vacance at University of Dijon, France, and Stanford 
Junior  University. She resided in London, England in 1986-88, where she was a journalist and PR consultant. She maintains close ties 
with the United Kingdom frequently traveling there. 

Known for her eclectic style, her penchant for film began as a child when she preferred viewing “old movies” on television rather 
than cartoons (except for Betty Boop & Popeye)). In the 1980s she produced several acclaimed equity waiver theatre productions in Los 
Angeles, including the world premiere of Trilogy Blue by J. Paul Porter at Los Angeles Actors Theatre, and west coast premiere of  Curse 
Of The Starving Class by Sam Shepard at the Met Theatre. She  made many forays to produce docu-dramas for  television or motion 
picture screen and became a public access television producer  with “Talk About Food and Film.” She was corporate communications 
director for Digital Productions known for “state of the art” computer graphics and special effects  utilizing the Cray Supercomputer (e.g. 
The Last Starfighter; screen credit) prior to her move to the U.K. 

Upon her return from abroad she focused her PR consulting in arts and entertainment, and non-profit sector representing clients 
such as the International Documentary Association (IDA) and numerous documentary filmmakers; YMCA, and other non-profit 
organizations.  As an accredited  journalist her byline has appeared in articles and essays about non-fiction film, travel and cuisine. She is 
also accredited journalist press delegate  for the BFI London Film Festival.  In 2017 she created “Cinema Stephanie” (blogette) pithy terse 
reviews of the “current cinema” with acute perception and positive perspective, published at LAHIFF website and internationally. In 2019 
she added “Eclectic Culture” blog to her repertoire that includes performance reviews, and travel/lifestyle articles..   Her letters to the editor 
appear frequently in various journals. She also manufacturers a gourmet food item “Stephanie’s Sensations Peppa Jelly” with proceeds 
going to charitable interests. In 2020 she became a contributing writer for newly launched PalosVerdesPulse.com online magazine with 
her monthly articles “ At the Movies…”  

In 2016 she was named one of the “Extraordinary Citizens” of California Senate District 35 by Senator Isadore Hall, III. Other 
commendations include the 2008 Pioneer Woman Award by the City of Los Angeles Commission on the Status of Women and 
(former)Councilwoman Janice Hahn, representing Council District 15. In 2010 she was a recipient of the Star Award from the San Pedro 
Chamber of Commerce. 

An active community advocate with a keen interest in historical  preservation - her family has been in SP for about 107 years 
with  significant legacy in the fishing industry. In 2018 she co-produced, with Jack Baric,  the first Los Angeles County sponsored oral 
history project “Stories Of Los Angeles Harbor Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow” (SOLAHA, Vol. I), with seven volumes now 
completed. In 2021 SOLAHA “The Movie” Vol. I composite film debuted at LAHIFF DocSunday subsequently opening night with Vol. II & 
III in 2022);   Vol. IV (2023);  Vol. V (2025); Vol. VI (2025) and Vol. VII 2026.  

For the past 24 years Stephanie has  dedicated her effort on behalf of the LAHIFF to her (late) parents Lee (Sher) Mardesich 
(elementary school teacher)  and Joseph M. Mardesich, Jr. “a lady and gentleman for all seasons” who always encouraged the values of 
education, cultural awareness and community participation; her (late) brother Joseph M. Mardesich, III, political pundit, historian, wine 
expert, Lakers fan and author (see www.whoshothueylong.com); staunch LAHIFF supporter/sponsor  (late)  Helen (Fistonich) DiMaggio; 
and fellow USC alumnus (late) Clifford Campion, award winning screenwriter, founding the CJC Writing Scholarship Fund at USC (film) 
school of cinematic arts in his honor to perpetuate the highest standard in screen writing. Her commitment continues as she works actively 
to perpetuate LAHIFF and SOLAHA throughout the year.  

 
Peter Read Miller (1947-2026) Photographer Key Art 

One of the eminent sports photographers in the world, Peter Read Miller’s (PRM) career spanned over  six decades beginning 
when he was a student University of Southern California photographing Trojan football games and teams for over 60 years. A major 
photographer with Illustrated Magazine (four decades) his credits include over 100 “S.I.” covers and portrait studies of most world 
renowned  athletes and sports figures including Muhammad Ali, Joe Montana, Magic Johnson, Ivan Ivankov, John Wooden, Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Kobe Bryant, Barry Bonds, John Elway, Gabriella Reece, Shaquille O’Neal and Kathy Ireland, 
among many more stellar athletes and prestigious individuals. . He photographed 39 Super Bowls, nine summer Olympics, was a 
consultant/spokesperson for Canon and Western Digital, photographer for Associated Press and the National Football League (NFL). His 
popular photographic workshops held nationally throughout the year were always “sold out.”  He served on the LAHIFF Board of Directors 
since its inception and lent his photo artistry to create the “brand” for the LAHIFF “Cinematic Bridge” beginning in 2009. In 2014 he 
published his first book Peter Read Miller On Sports Photography (New Riders, September 2013; and was honored with a special 
presentation by the City Los Angeles City Council sponsored by (late) Councilman Tom LaBaonge. See many examples of his exceptional 
photos gracing the walls Niko’s Pizzeria, popular local restaurant and LAHIFF Epicurean Sponsor.  

For more about PRM: www.peterreadmiller.com 

Program B  cont’d  
 
Rosalyn (Furman) Leach - Retired LAUSD Principal, Bandini Street Elementary School  
 Chronicles the early San Pedro Jewish community in the first half of the 20th Century, including building their first 
synagogue where the Italian-American Club is currently located at 19th & Cabrillo Streets.  
 
Steve Marconi - Journalist and ILWU Member  
 Tells the story of his ancestors  arrivals to America, at Plymouth Rock on one side of the family and through Ellis 
Island on the other.  
 
Peter Peyton - Former President ILWU Local 63 & Film Producer 
 Recalls his late grandfather Pete Grassi, a man of few word,  who let his fists do his talking when settling labor 
disputes as an ILWU Business Agent on the Los Angeles waterfront.  
 
Bob Bartlett - Retired LAUSD Teacher, & Lifetime Lifeguard 
 Explains how his late father, Reverend Art Bartlett founded the Beacon House Alcoholic and Drug Abuse Program 
after helping merchant seaman find help for their problems with alcohol.  
 
Joyce (Paulsen) Caudill - Retired  (over 30 years)  Barton Hill Elementary School Teacher 
 Recounts story of how the San Pedro High  School senior class pranks during Color Week landed some of the boys 
in her club in hot water with the assistant principal.   
 

About the Production 
 

Jack Baric, Director & Producer 
 Emmy Award winning filmmaker has been in film production for over two decades. The founder of San Pedro Magazine (now San 
Pedro Today), Jack has a diverse professional background with a foundation in great storytelling. He has produced numerous 
documentary films that have played on various networks, including PBS, Fox Sports, Amazon, and Hulu; and the LAHIFF among other 
film festivals. He has also made hundreds of short form videos for local and internationally based clients. In 2025 he directed The Smell Of 
Money, short documentary about San Pedro’s tuna and canning industry produced by POLA. 
   In addition to filmmaking and print publishing, he has a passion for marketing, economic development, and charitable good works. 
He recently launched GameChange,  an inspirational sports and personal empowerment media start-up, co-founded with  All American 
USC and NFL quarterback Paul McDonald. co-author of  his first book Thru The Tunnel, published  in 2022;  available via Amazon.  
  

Stephanie Mardesich, Producer  
 Known for her eclectic interests, strong presence in the community as activist and unofficial “cultural ambassador”, and avid about 
historic preservation Stephanie had the oral history project in mind for many years. She finally took the idea to Jack Baric proposing they 
collaborate. After their initial meeting in May 2017 with Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice  Hahn at Ports O’Call Restaurant SOLAHA 
who became inaugural fiscal/grant sponsor. SOLAHA was in production a year later in 2018; and  continues to build for future “digital” 
library.  
 Note: Both Baric & Mardesich are San Pedro natives and alumni of the University of Southern California. For full biographies see 
website. 

Vol VII Credits 
Jack Baric, Director/Producer ~ Stephanie Mardesich, Producer 

Camera operators: Noah Todd ~ Editors: Jack Baric & Noah Todd  ~  Stylist/Make up Perri Veganex  
SOLAHA Vol. VII filmed on location at DAC, Ante Perkov Way, San Pedro, California USA 

SOLAHA  Vol VII Sponsors 
Composite film and SOLAHA Inaugural Sponsor Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4  

Production sponsors 
Wendy (Madison/Trujillo) Kostrench, Rancho LPG Holdings, Dr. Nicholas, Ph.D. & Katherine Lovrich,  

Sally Corkran Jarrett, Joyce (Paulsen) Caudill, Lora Caudill  
~     ~     ~ 

SOLAHA website www.storieslaharborarea.com 
Management: Long Beach Web Designs 

 
Website Sponsors 

Renaissance Group (Erik Eisenberg), Steve & Florence  Kleinjan (founder Clean San Pedro)  
George Van Buren & Associates (Accounting Services) 

Jim Hussey (State Farm Insurance retired)), (late) Peter Read Miller (Photographer), 
 Phil Trani’s Restaurant, Sally Corkran Jarrett 

~     ~     ~ 
Harbor photo image courtesy of Joseph M. Mardesich, Jr. Family Archive 

~     ~     ~ 
Sponsor Opportunities Available for Filming & Website; financial donations welcome 

Contact Stephanie Mardesich email:  stephaniemardesich@yahoo.com or Telephone 310/519-0756 
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March 5-8, 2026 

Welcome! 
 
   LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF) sets sail again for the 23rd year with  programs taking 
place in four different “docks” as we since 2024 when the revered Warner Grand Theatre (WGT) movie palace in 
historic downtown San Pedro - Port of Los Angeles (POLA) - is closed for renovations.  It’s been a challenge yet 
with the success of past two years we’ve navigated to present provocative, educational, and engaging programs. 
thanks to our long standing loyal and new sponsors and the audience enthusiasm. 
   LAHIFF begins as always with the free education outreach program “Read the Book, See the Movie” 
(RBSM) that promotes literacy and a more thoughtful way to view a film featuring the classic Johan Wyss novel 
The Swiss Family Robinson. Published in 1812 the book has never been out of print and continues to be one of 
the most exciting adventure stories inspired in part by Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. We are proud of our 
record distributing nearly 22,000 books to students and community since 2004.  Reading can take us anywhere in 
the universe with out leaving home and a book is the vehicle and ticket. To view the Disney film version of the 
novel in the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA) is the optimum setting by the Pacific Ocean.  We encourage RBSM 
participants and families to return to the CMA and enjoy the exhibits of sea life, engaging programs and  
impressive exhibits offered year round. Education is a journey of the mind and  what could be better than to travel 
with a book in hand and have a friend for life? 
   For the third year opening night takes place at the Dalmatian American Club (DAC) “Happy Hour +” with 
the composite film of the most recent Stories of Los Angeles Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow” (SOLAHA 
The Movie Volume VII) filmed in the DAC. The DAC has immense historical significance in the community and 
celebrating its 100th anniversary this year with big event May 2.    
   The Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute (HNT) presenting great movies of  old Hollywood, takes place  aboard 
Battleship IOWA fantail deck, with the delightful MGM musical Skirts Ahoy! starring Esther Williams. Seeing a film 
about WWII on the authentic battleship is magical like being in movie theatre on the water. It’s a great date night, 
friendly, or family occasion. We are proud  to support the ship (since it arrived in Port in 2012) that has become 
such a valued addition to San Pedro and Main Channel attracting visitors and tourists  to  the harbor;  and value 
our in-kind sponsor of  many years. We remind all to arrive early and tour the ship before the movie; and  support 
the latest new exhibition space for the Surface Navy Museum, an important and exciting addition to the 
waterfront. 
   Closing day DocSunday, devoted to non-fiction film, tales place in the YWCA Harbor Area  “Julia 
Morgan Auditorium” named for the famed architect who designed the edifice in 1918. Presenting the POLA 
premieres of documentary short Cirilo An Untold Legacy and feature The Eyes Of Ghana that corresponds to the 
significant work and ethics of the YWCA and a meaningful Sunday afternoon cinema experience.  
   LAHIFF remains committed to the annual DocSunday tradition and ethos to educate, enlighten and 
entertain our audience with all programming. As LAHIFF festival advisor emerita Dr. Betsy McLane, Ph.D. 
observes in the introduction to her book A New History of Documentary Film (Third Edition) “From its beginnings, 
documentary sought to inform and enlighten, often with the hope that through these films people might live richer, 
more meaningful lives.” Most documentaries are committed to the idea that individuals can better understand the 
world and their place in it through documentary films.  
 We dedicate this year’s LAHIFF to three remarkable individuals who have advocated and supported 
LAHIFF since it was founded: Anita (Fistonich) Mardesich(1924-2026), Peter Read Miller (1947-2026) and Wendy 
(Madison/Trujillo) Kostrencich (1969-2025). They are now stars shining in eternal glory.  
 Thanks to all for joining our peripatetic journey for the 23rd LAHIFF. Keep reading and enjoying movies, 
and don’t forget the popcorn! 

 
Signature here 

Festival Director/Founder 
 
 
 

Stephanie Mardesich (r.), LAHIFF Founder/Director & Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn (l.)  
unveiling official poster “Eyes On The Cinematic Bridge”   

at Seafarin’ Reception & Press Launch February 12, 2006  at Port Town Brewing Company 
 

ABC News Video Source
Absolut Vodka
A1 Imported Foods
Lucilla Abado
AltaSea
Michael & Michelle Amar
Lee M. Anderson (in memoriam)
Agape & Angeliki (in memoriam)
Ken Annakin (in memoriam)
Ante’s Restaurant (& Tony Perkov in memoriam)
The Arcade Building (Gary Larson)
Armstrong Olives
Athens Services
Marsha & George Aquino
Laura “Frankie” Avila (Ports ‘O’ Call Restaurant)
Ballantine-Fawcet Books
Bagels Galore
Cathy & Jack Bagliazo
Jack Baric (filmmaker)
Battleship IOWA
Beacon House
Behind The Scenes
Best One Hour Photo (Daniel Yu)
Bettis Insurance Services
Janae & Jackson Biers
Big Nick’s (John Bagakis)
Biscotti #4
Bike Palace
Black Knight Patrol
Blue Ice Vodka
Boca Activewear (Mike Cacavalla)
BNSF Railway
Boca Activewear
Employees Community Fund of Boeing California
Yvonne Bogdanovich
Pat Boone (singer/actor)
Bob & Maria Bradarich
Senator Steven Bradford (ret’d)
Rosie (Bologna) Brand
Joe Bridi (in memoriam)
Honoralble Susan Brooks
Fred Brown Recovery Service
Frank (in memoriam) & Pat Brown
Virginia Brownell (in memoriam)
Jody (Meacham) Bubica
Councilman Joe (ret’d) & Jay Buscaino
Matteo & Rose Buscaino
Gwen Butterfield & Jim MacLellan
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
James Campbell (15th St. Elementary School)
Cathy Cadien
Caffe D’Amore
Canadian Consulate Los Angeles (Roz Wolfe)
Cal-Marine (Formerly Tri-Marine)(Renato Curto & Anthony Vuoso)
Suzan Carne
Cinde & John Carr
Tomm Carroll & Danise Delgado
German Castillo
Catalina Island Conservancy
George Chakiris (actor)
JP Morgang Chase Bank (Wesley Sullivan, Sergio 
LoGrande ret’d)
Christ Luthran School
Chronicles Group
Cine Festa Italia
Cinema Grand (in memoriam)
Clean San Pedro (in memoriam)(Steve & Florence Kleinjan)
Zan Colazas (past principal 7th St. Elementary School)
Cold Stone Creamery
Compagnon Wine Bistro
Contessa Premium Foods (CJ   Blazanch??)
Coover Pharmacy (in memoriam)

Consolidated Disposal Service
John Cozza
James & Kelly Cross
Carla Contestable
Lois Contestable
Crowne Plaza LA Harbor Hotel
Cruzan Rum
Cullen Maritime Services, Inc.
(John Spenick)
Karen & Michael (in memoriam) Czap 
Daily Breeze
Linda & George D’Ambrosi
Dalmatian American Club
Jac & Terry Davis
Deeter Tire
Frank Delany, Esq.
Vanessa DeLuca (State Fish)
Linda Desiante (Sons of Italy)
Steve DeNapoli (American Diving- in memoriam)
Dick’s Hallmark (in memoriam)
Carolyn & Vince DiLeva
Helen (Fistonich) DiMaggio (in memoriam)
Lucy (DiCarlo) DiRocco (in memoriam)
Walt Disney Studios
(Michael Eisner/Dick Cook)
The Distinctive Edge Framing & Gallery 
(Ron Sesco founder ret’d) Kyle Findly
Deborah & Rich Doherty
Don Q Rum
Doubletree Hotel by Hilton - Cabrillo Marina
Drop-In (Darka Klaric)
Charlene Eisenberg (in memoriam)
Ek & Ek (in memoriam)
Eastview Little League
Liz Elliott (in memoriam)
Stephanie Enright (in memoriam)
Grant Farley & Tobey Schulman (SPHS retired)
fi NDings (Annette Ciketic) (in memoriam)
Victoria Foster (filmmaker)
Flowers by Olga (in memoriam)
Friends of San Pedro Library
Betty Garrett (actress) (in memoriam)
Charles & Rachel Gasper
Mitzi Gaynor (actress) (in memoriam)
Grand Emporium (in memoriam)
Mike Gin
Michelle Gomez (Ports ‘O’ Call Restaurant)
Dottie & Joe (in memoriam) Good
Susan Goodman
Ray & Lucy (in memoriam) Gonzales
Grand Vision Foundation (GVF)
Greek Heritage Society Southern California
Mallory Haart
Judi Kanaster Haase
Assemblyman David Hadley (ret’d)
Honorable James Hahn
Congresswoman Janice Hahn (ret’d)
Councilwoman Janice Hahn (ret’d)
L.A. County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4
State Sen. Isadore Hall, III (ret’d)
Joyce Hall
Karen Hardin (in memoriam)
Evangeline (Desby) Hatch
Bob Hattoy (in memoriam)
Harper Collins Publishing
Tom Hatten (in memoriam)
Gambol Industries (Robert Stein)
Richard Henry Dana Middle School
Helen Grace Chocolates
Andrea (Rukavina) Hegybeli
Pamela Henke
Tom Herald

Xavier Hermosillo
HBO
High Park (formerly Ponte Vista at SP)
Hollywood Heritage
Marta Houske (fi lmmaker)
Mathew Huey, Esq.
Jayne (McCutchan) Hufschmid
Marsha Hunt (actress) (in memoriam)
Rita Hyde (actress) (in memoriam)
Industrial Paint (in memoriam)
International Documentary Association (IDA)
Instant Print King (in memoriam)
Italian American Club of San Pedro
Italian Amer. Mus. L.A. (Marianna Gatto)
Jacaranda Gourmet (in memoriam)
Japanese Amer. Nat’l. Museum
Sally Corkran Jarrett
Irene & Leland Jessop (in memoriam)
Katherine Gasper Jessup
Lisa & Julian Jimenez (in memoriam)
JoAnn’s Fabrics & Crafts
Liz (Schindler) & Allan Johnson
JROTC San Pedro High School
(Maj. Douglas Steigleiter)
Sebastian Junger (author)
Katlyn’s (in memoriam)
Honorable Betty Karnette (in memoriam)
John Kerr (actor) (in memoriam)
Randall Kleiser (fi lmmaker)
Wendy (Madison) & John Kostrencich (in memoriam)
Supervisor Don Knabe (ret’d)
Nancy Kwan (actress)
La Bocca Felice
Honorable Tom LaBonge (in memoriam)
C. Y. Lee (author) (in memoriam)
Jennifer (Zifkovich) LeMarque
Congressman Ted Liu
Arlene (Dickey) & Myron Lockrem
Los Angeles Dept .of Cultural Affairs (DCA)
Los Angeles. Maritime Mus. (LAMM)
Nicholas, Ph. D & Catherine Lovrich
Honorable Bonnie Lowenthal (ret’d)
John Lugar, M.D.
Lux Marketing, Inc. (Matt Johnson)
Carol Lynley (actress) (in memoriam)
James MacArthur (actor) (in memoriam)
Jennifer & Mark MacKenzie
Anita (Fistonich) Mardesich (in memoriam)
Deborah Ann Mardesich
Joseph M. & Lee (Sher) Mardesich, Jr. (in memoriam)
Maersk Sealand Shipping
Marathon Petroleum (formerly ANDEAVOR, Tesoro)
Alysa Marks
Joe Mantegna (actor)
Dick May (Warner Bros.)
Marymount California University (in memoriam)
Mary Star of the Sea High School (Rita Dever)
McCowan’s Market (in memoriam)
Patricia McCutchan (in memoriam)
Jeff McDaniel
Gale & Judy McKim
Betsy McLane, Ph.D.
McNerney’s Mortuary
Councilman Tim McOsker “1-5”
Irene & Ephraim Mendoza (in memoriam)
Roger Memos (fi lmmaker)
Roger Meyer TBS (in memoriam)
Peter Read Miller (in memoriam)& Kalli Ross 
Ruby Miller
Silvano & Carol Mizrahi
Wendy Moffatt (RH Ren. School ret’d.)
Ricardo Montalban (in memoriam)
Cecelia Moore

Andrea Mora-Markel (Bank of America)
Julia Murphy
National WW II Museum (New Orleans)
Neil’s Pasta & Seafood Restaurant (in memoriam)

Niko’s Pizzeria (Deno Boosalis & Nick Tsoufoulos)
Nancy (McCutchan) Nottingham
Adolofo Nodal
Nova Development Company (Larry Layne)
France Nuyen (actress)
Assemblyman Patrick O’Donnell
Offi ce Depot (Diego Mercado)
Muriel & John Olguin (in memoriam)
Don O’Melveny
Omelette & Waffl e Shop (Mona Sutton & Lesley Jones)
Bucky Orman
Walter Ordway
Evan Pace
Marvin Paige (in memoriam)
PalosVerdesPulse.com
Pane e Vino Ristorante (in memoriam)
John & Donna Papadakis
Papadakis Taverna (in memoriam)
Paradise Restaurant (Maura Harris)
Parkhurst Galleries (in memoriam)
Violet Parkhurst (in memoriam)
Deborah & Jim Paul
Joan Paulsen (in memoriam)
Stephen Peck
Penguin, Puffi n Books & Signet Classics
Peninsula Wine Company
(Joe Mardesich, III, in memoriam)
Perkov Insurance Services
Wolfgang Petersen (fi lm director)
Tom Phillips (artist) (in memoriam)
Phillips 66
Pirate Town Productions
Anthony Pirozzi
Pollyann Bakery
The Popcorn Man (James Melikian)
Port of Los Angeles - Harbor Dept.
Ports O’ Call Restaurant (in memoriam)
Port Town Group
Praxis Physical Therapy
Priority 1 Printing
Rancho LPG Holdings
Raffaello’s Ristorante (Gino & Tony Cutri)
Ralph’s Market San Pedro
 Random House Penguin Young Readers
Random Lengths News
Debbie Reynolds (actress) (in memoriam)
Lincoln Ruchti (filmmaker)
Stephen Robbins (in memoriam)
Nan Roberts (in memoriam)
Carol & Tony (in memoriam) Rugnetta
Anthony & Stella Rukavina (in memoriam)
SA Recycling
Sacred Grounds Coffee House (Dave Lynch)
Sam’s Club
Sandwich Saloon (John Philoptuphos)
San Pedro Adult Learning –Center
San Pedro Art Association
San Pedro Brewing Co. (James Brown)
San Pedro Chamber of Commerce
San Pedro Fish Market (Tommy Amalfi tano)
San Pedro Lock and Key
San Pedro & Peninsula YMCA
San Pedro Today Magazine
Anthony & Nina Santich
John Scognamillo
Seaside Pharmacy (in memoriam)
Sebastian’s
7-Eleven (Jajit Ghuman)

Edward & Mona (Soderstrom) Sher
Nettie Rose Sher
Shoreliner & Sea Angler (in memoriam)
Steve Shorr
Smart & Final
Michael Sokolich, Esq.
Sons of Italy Hollywood Lodge #2089 (in memoriam)
Sorrento’s
Southern Wine & Spirits (David Bush, ret’d.)
Southern Wine & Spirits (Giancarlo Lauro)
Spirit Cruises (Jayme Wilson)
Harold & Mary Stanley (in memoriam)
Star Fisheries-Anthony DiMaggio (in memoriam)
Starbucks Coffee
Jack Stecker (in memoriam)
Stephanie’s Sensations Peppa Jelly
Sheila Stevens (Actress)
Ivan Sulic
Svedka Vodka
Svorinich & Associates, Inc.
Bonnie  & Russ Tamblyn (actor)
Mildred Targos (in memoriam)
Think Bistro
Think Café
Think Prime 
Fred Thomas
Mary (DiCarlo) Thomas (in memoriam)
Thornton Winery
Three Olives Vodka
Time Warner Cable (Gary Cox in memoriam)
Dotti & Howard (in memoriam) Towle
Camilla Townsend
J. Trani Ristorante
Trans Pacific Container Service Corp.
Kate Trickett
Trusela’s (in memoriam)
Carmen “Nuch” Trutanich, Esq.
20th Century Spirits
20kWatt-Artist Eco Alliance. (Leo Rossi)
24/7 Delivers
Marie & Kruno Ursich (in memoriam)
Tim Ursich
USC School of Cinematic Arts (Festivals Office)
Vargas Enterprises
Perri (Ross) Veganes
Ted Veganes, Esq. (in memoriam)
Rick Venturini
Veterans of Foreign Wars Wilmington Post #2967
VOX Vodka
David S. Ward (screenwriter)
Warner Bros. Dist. Inc.
Warner Grand Theatre (Lee Sweet, et al)
Marshall Warschaw
Captain Greg & Melanie Watson
Valero Energy Foundation
Valen Watson (in memoriam)
The Whale & Ale (Andrew Silber ret’d) 
The Whale & Ale Gastro Pub
Jennifer Whiteley (in memoriam)
Dawn & Robert (in memoriam) Whitney
Wienerschnitzel San Pedro (Tom Trujillo)
Esther Williams (actress) (in memoriam)
Wellington Signs
Maury Wills (L.A. Dodgers)
Williams Book Store (in memoriam)
Katie Williams (in memoriam)
Jennifer Wilson
Estate of Meredith Willson
Susan Wilcox
Colonel Lisa Windsor, Esq.
Jerryne Zuanich (in memoriam)
Katy Zurak (in memoriam)

LAHIFF Friends, Supporters, Sponsors 2003-2026
(Sponsor levels have different benefi ts. Inquiries to Stephanie Mardesich, Festival Director)

Please join the growing list; and patronize the businesses and professionals that have supported the LAHIFF

LAHIFF is a 501(c) 3 non-profi t organization. Tax ID #20-1578165. Send your tax-deductible contributions to:
LA Harbor International Film Festival (or LAHIFF), P.O. Box 5202 San Pedro, CA 90733 - USA

We continue to acknowledge many individuals and businesses (in memoriam) that might no longer be active for historical value.
We regret any names or business that have been unintentionally omitted. Please contact Festival Director

 
March 5-8, 2026 

Welcome! 
 
   LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF) sets sail again for the 23rd year with  programs taking 
place in four different “docks” as we since 2024 when the revered Warner Grand Theatre (WGT) movie palace in 
historic downtown San Pedro - Port of Los Angeles (POLA) - is closed for renovations.  It’s been a challenge yet 
with the success of past two years we’ve navigated to present provocative, educational, and engaging programs. 
thanks to our long standing loyal and new sponsors and the audience enthusiasm. 
   LAHIFF begins as always with the free education outreach program “Read the Book, See the Movie” 
(RBSM) that promotes literacy and a more thoughtful way to view a film featuring the classic Johan Wyss novel 
The Swiss Family Robinson. Published in 1812 the book has never been out of print and continues to be one of 
the most exciting adventure stories inspired in part by Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. We are proud of our 
record distributing nearly 22,000 books to students and community since 2004.  Reading can take us anywhere in 
the universe with out leaving home and a book is the vehicle and ticket. To view the Disney film version of the 
novel in the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA) is the optimum setting by the Pacific Ocean.  We encourage RBSM 
participants and families to return to the CMA and enjoy the exhibits of sea life, engaging programs and  
impressive exhibits offered year round. Education is a journey of the mind and  what could be better than to travel 
with a book in hand and have a friend for life? 
   For the third year opening night takes place at the Dalmatian American Club (DAC) “Happy Hour +” with 
the composite film of the most recent Stories of Los Angeles Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow” (SOLAHA 
The Movie Volume VII) filmed in the DAC. The DAC has immense historical significance in the community and 
celebrating its 100th anniversary this year with big event May 2.    
   The Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute (HNT) presenting great movies of  old Hollywood, takes place  aboard 
Battleship IOWA fantail deck, with the delightful MGM musical Skirts Ahoy! starring Esther Williams. Seeing a film 
about WWII on the authentic battleship is magical like being in movie theatre on the water. It’s a great date night, 
friendly, or family occasion. We are proud  to support the ship (since it arrived in Port in 2012) that has become 
such a valued addition to San Pedro and Main Channel attracting visitors and tourists  to  the harbor;  and value 
our in-kind sponsor of  many years. We remind all to arrive early and tour the ship before the movie; and  support 
the latest new exhibition space for the Surface Navy Museum, an important and exciting addition to the 
waterfront. 
   Closing day DocSunday, devoted to non-fiction film, tales place in the YWCA Harbor Area  “Julia 
Morgan Auditorium” named for the famed architect who designed the edifice in 1918. Presenting the POLA 
premieres of documentary short Cirilo An Untold Legacy and feature The Eyes Of Ghana that corresponds to the 
significant work and ethics of the YWCA and a meaningful Sunday afternoon cinema experience.  
   LAHIFF remains committed to the annual DocSunday tradition and ethos to educate, enlighten and 
entertain our audience with all programming. As LAHIFF festival advisor emerita Dr. Betsy McLane, Ph.D. 
observes in the introduction to her book A New History of Documentary Film (Third Edition) “From its beginnings, 
documentary sought to inform and enlighten, often with the hope that through these films people might live richer, 
more meaningful lives.” Most documentaries are committed to the idea that individuals can better understand the 
world and their place in it through documentary films.  
 We dedicate this year’s LAHIFF to three remarkable individuals who have advocated and supported 
LAHIFF since it was founded: Anita (Fistonich) Mardesich(1924-2026), Peter Read Miller (1947-2026) and Wendy 
(Madison/Trujillo) Kostrencich (1969-2025). They are now stars shining in eternal glory.  
 Thanks to all for joining our peripatetic journey for the 23rd LAHIFF. Keep reading and enjoying movies, 
and don’t forget the popcorn! 

 
Signature here 

Festival Director/Founder 
 
 
 

Stephanie Mardesich (r.), LAHIFF Founder/Director & Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn (l.)  
unveiling official poster “Eyes On The Cinematic Bridge”   

at Seafarin’ Reception & Press Launch February 12, 2006  at Port Town Brewing Company 
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ABC News Video Source
Absolut Vodka
A1 Imported Foods
Lucilla Abado
AltaSea
Michael & Michelle Amar
Lee M. Anderson (in memoriam)
Agape & Angeliki (in memoriam)
Ken Annakin (in memoriam)
Ante’s Restaurant (& Tony Perkov in memoriam)
The Arcade Building (Gary Larson)
Armstrong Olives
Athens Services
Marsha & George Aquino
Laura “Frankie” Avila (Ports ‘O’ Call Restaurant)
Ballantine-Fawcet Books
Bagels Galore
Cathy & Jack Bagliazo
Jack Baric (filmmaker)
Battleship IOWA
Beacon House
Behind The Scenes
Best One Hour Photo (Daniel Yu)
Bettis Insurance Services
Janae & Jackson Biers
Big Nick’s (John Bagakis)
Biscotti #4
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Black Knight Patrol
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Yvonne Bogdanovich
Pat Boone (singer/actor)
Bob & Maria Bradarich
Senator Steven Bradford (ret’d)
Rosie (Bologna) Brand
Joe Bridi (in memoriam)
Honoralble Susan Brooks
Fred Brown Recovery Service
Frank (in memoriam) & Pat Brown
Virginia Brownell (in memoriam)
Jody (Meacham) Bubica
Councilman Joe (ret’d) & Jay Buscaino
Matteo & Rose Buscaino
Gwen Butterfield & Jim MacLellan
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium
James Campbell (15th St. Elementary School)
Cathy Cadien
Caffe D’Amore
Canadian Consulate Los Angeles (Roz Wolfe)
Cal-Marine (Formerly Tri-Marine)(Renato Curto & Anthony Vuoso)
Suzan Carne
Cinde & John Carr
Tomm Carroll & Danise Delgado
German Castillo
Catalina Island Conservancy
George Chakiris (actor)
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LoGrande ret’d)
Christ Luthran School
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Cinema Grand (in memoriam)
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Consolidated Disposal Service
John Cozza
James & Kelly Cross
Carla Contestable
Lois Contestable
Crowne Plaza LA Harbor Hotel
Cruzan Rum
Cullen Maritime Services, Inc.
(John Spenick)
Karen & Michael (in memoriam) Czap 
Daily Breeze
Linda & George D’Ambrosi
Dalmatian American Club
Jac & Terry Davis
Deeter Tire
Frank Delany, Esq.
Vanessa DeLuca (State Fish)
Linda Desiante (Sons of Italy)
Steve DeNapoli (American Diving- in memoriam)
Dick’s Hallmark (in memoriam)
Carolyn & Vince DiLeva
Helen (Fistonich) DiMaggio (in memoriam)
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Maury Wills (L.A. Dodgers)
Williams Book Store (in memoriam)
Katie Williams (in memoriam)
Jennifer Wilson
Estate of Meredith Willson
Susan Wilcox
Colonel Lisa Windsor, Esq.
Jerryne Zuanich (in memoriam)
Katy Zurak (in memoriam)

LAHIFF Friends, Supporters, Sponsors 2003-2026
(Sponsor levels have different benefi ts. Inquiries to Stephanie Mardesich, Festival Director)

Please join the growing list; and patronize the businesses and professionals that have supported the LAHIFF

LAHIFF is a 501(c) 3 non-profi t organization. Tax ID #20-1578165. Send your tax-deductible contributions to:
LA Harbor International Film Festival (or LAHIFF), P.O. Box 5202 San Pedro, CA 90733 - USA

We continue to acknowledge many individuals and businesses (in memoriam) that might no longer be active for historical value.
We regret any names or business that have been unintentionally omitted. Please contact Festival Director

 
March 5-8, 2026 

Welcome! 
 
   LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF) sets sail again for the 23rd year with  programs taking 
place in four different “docks” as we since 2024 when the revered Warner Grand Theatre (WGT) movie palace in 
historic downtown San Pedro - Port of Los Angeles (POLA) - is closed for renovations.  It’s been a challenge yet 
with the success of past two years we’ve navigated to present provocative, educational, and engaging programs. 
thanks to our long standing loyal and new sponsors and the audience enthusiasm. 
   LAHIFF begins as always with the free education outreach program “Read the Book, See the Movie” 
(RBSM) that promotes literacy and a more thoughtful way to view a film featuring the classic Johan Wyss novel 
The Swiss Family Robinson. Published in 1812 the book has never been out of print and continues to be one of 
the most exciting adventure stories inspired in part by Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. We are proud of our 
record distributing nearly 22,000 books to students and community since 2004.  Reading can take us anywhere in 
the universe with out leaving home and a book is the vehicle and ticket. To view the Disney film version of the 
novel in the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA) is the optimum setting by the Pacific Ocean.  We encourage RBSM 
participants and families to return to the CMA and enjoy the exhibits of sea life, engaging programs and  
impressive exhibits offered year round. Education is a journey of the mind and  what could be better than to travel 
with a book in hand and have a friend for life? 
   For the third year opening night takes place at the Dalmatian American Club (DAC) “Happy Hour +” with 
the composite film of the most recent Stories of Los Angeles Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow” (SOLAHA 
The Movie Volume VII) filmed in the DAC. The DAC has immense historical significance in the community and 
celebrating its 100th anniversary this year with big event May 2.    
   The Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute (HNT) presenting great movies of  old Hollywood, takes place  aboard 
Battleship IOWA fantail deck, with the delightful MGM musical Skirts Ahoy! starring Esther Williams. Seeing a film 
about WWII on the authentic battleship is magical like being in movie theatre on the water. It’s a great date night, 
friendly, or family occasion. We are proud  to support the ship (since it arrived in Port in 2012) that has become 
such a valued addition to San Pedro and Main Channel attracting visitors and tourists  to  the harbor;  and value 
our in-kind sponsor of  many years. We remind all to arrive early and tour the ship before the movie; and  support 
the latest new exhibition space for the Surface Navy Museum, an important and exciting addition to the 
waterfront. 
   Closing day DocSunday, devoted to non-fiction film, tales place in the YWCA Harbor Area  “Julia 
Morgan Auditorium” named for the famed architect who designed the edifice in 1918. Presenting the POLA 
premieres of documentary short Cirilo An Untold Legacy and feature The Eyes Of Ghana that corresponds to the 
significant work and ethics of the YWCA and a meaningful Sunday afternoon cinema experience.  
   LAHIFF remains committed to the annual DocSunday tradition and ethos to educate, enlighten and 
entertain our audience with all programming. As LAHIFF festival advisor emerita Dr. Betsy McLane, Ph.D. 
observes in the introduction to her book A New History of Documentary Film (Third Edition) “From its beginnings, 
documentary sought to inform and enlighten, often with the hope that through these films people might live richer, 
more meaningful lives.” Most documentaries are committed to the idea that individuals can better understand the 
world and their place in it through documentary films.  
 We dedicate this year’s LAHIFF to three remarkable individuals who have advocated and supported 
LAHIFF since it was founded: Anita (Fistonich) Mardesich(1924-2026), Peter Read Miller (1947-2026) and Wendy 
(Madison/Trujillo) Kostrencich (1969-2025). They are now stars shining in eternal glory.  
 Thanks to all for joining our peripatetic journey for the 23rd LAHIFF. Keep reading and enjoying movies, 
and don’t forget the popcorn! 

 
Signature here 

Festival Director/Founder 
 
 
 

Stephanie Mardesich (r.), LAHIFF Founder/Director & Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn (l.)  
unveiling official poster “Eyes On The Cinematic Bridge”   

at Seafarin’ Reception & Press Launch February 12, 2006  at Port Town Brewing Company 
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Thursday, March 5 – Opening Day   
Venue: Cabrillo Marine Aquarium “John Olguin Auditorium” 

“Read the Book, See the Movie” (RBSM) Education/Outreach Culmination Program – Invitation only  
To promote literacy and a more thoughtful way to view a film 

 
Program A  10 am (Doors open at 9:30 am)  
Sponsored by Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4, Penguin Random House Young Readers 
Refreshments provided by The Popcorn Man, Mary Star of the Sea High School, 7-Eleven, Arlene (Dickey) & Myron Lockrem 

Bagpiper greeting & prelude by Glen Thompson 
 

      
 
10 am 
Swiss Family Robinson 
U.S.A. ~ Walt Disney Productions, 1960, 126 min. ~ Directed by Ken Annakin 
  

One of the world’s best-loved works of literature the story of a shipwreck and survival The Swiss Family Robinson  is a 
book that has inspired the imagination of readers since it was first published in 1812. The audience is in for a great adventure 
when a Swiss pastor, his wife,  and their four sons are en route to New Guinea and shipwrecked on a deserted tropical island. 
They are the sole survivors along with two dogs and a shipload of livestock confronted with survival challenges that test their 
ingenuity, resourcefulness and piety. They create a home centered around a huge tree house that they construct to offer safety 
and comfort, and explore the island and its flora and fauna. Plenty of exciting action ensues as the family copes with issues of 
survival, pirates, and learning how to live on the island with an uncertain future.  Stellar cast lead by John Mills (Father Robinson), 
Dorothy McGuire (Mother Robinson), James MacArthur (Fritz), Tommy Kirk (Ernst), Kevin Corcoran (Francis) as the sons.  

The Disney 1960 movie, directed by Academy Award® nominated Ken Annakin,  was the second feature film adaptation 
of the book released by RKO Pictures in 1940. According to IMDB, filmmaker George Lukas named Star Wars antagonist Anakin 
Skywalker after the famous director. The filming was highly publicized and nicknamed “Annakin’s Ark” because of all the animals 
involved. The movie recreates an authentic atmosphere and challenges for the family, from the charming tree house to the 
exciting escape from nefarious pirates. Annakin worked on the script with writers  Bill Anderson and Lowell Hawley. The 
idea to have the brothers discover a girl dressed as a boy came from popular actress of her day Janet Munro, who 
had been in Disney’s Third Man on the Mountain and recounted stories about playing a boy when working on stage 
with her father Alex Munro. Taking dramatic license a new character was created with Munro cast as Roberta adding 
some romantic tension to the plot. Supporting players include Sesesue Hayakawa (Kuala, Pirate Chief) and Cecil Parker 
(Captain Morehead). 

Shot on location in Tobaga, Trinidad what the actors and crew endured to make this classic film is  incredible. Lead by 
tenacious director Annakin, the entourage was dubbed “Annakin’s Ark”, and  animals used were mostly trained, yet potentially 
very dangerous. Miraculously no one was seriously injured by a zebra or ostrich kick, or a tiger-claw. Incredibly the (two brothers) 
actors  (not stunt doubles) actually wrestled  an anaconda snake chest-deep in a mosquito and leech-infested swamp. It was their 
choice though daunting and according to  MacArthur he  was told by the snake's handler “to just dunk the snake's head under 
water when it started to constrict him” that  apparently it worked, as he lived to tell the tale! 

When Swiss Family Robinson was released it became the studio’s greatest moneymaker for many years, and is enjoyed 
today with as much with a  new audience nearly 70 years after it was made as it was then. A timeless tale for the whole family.  

Remember when you have a book in hand, you have a friend for life!  
 

 Note: In 2008 RBSM programmed The Swiss Family Robinson presenting the 35mm print straight from the Disney Vault. and 
director Ken Annakin (with his @9 year old grandson present) and star of the picture James MacArthur attended with an audience 
of over 900 readers. They were delighted and the filmmakers regales with stories.  After the program there was special special 
luncheon at Ports O’Call Restaurant hosted by proprietor by Jayme Wilson – a wonderful day! 

March 13-16, 2025 

LA Harbor International Film Festival 
P.O. Box 5202 
San Pedro, CA 90733 

Dear Friends: 

It is with distinct honor that I offer congratulations to the 22nd Annual LA Harbor 
International Film Festival. 

LAHIFF is to be applauded for showcasing film and video that reflects the harbor 
and all that it embraces to create a cinematic bridge between the people of the region 
and the people of the world. Your exemplary leadership and dedication to education 
through film is commendable and deserving of high praise. 

Again, congratulations to the LA Harbor International Film Festival, its participants 
and supporters who contribute to elevating and enhancing our community for over 20 
years. 

On behalf of the residents of the 35th Senate District, I offer the warmest regards and 
best wishes for a successful event! 

Sincerely, 

LAURA RICHARDSON 
Senator, 35th District 

 March 5, 2026 
 
LA Harbor International Film Festival 
P.O. Box 5202 
San Pedro, CA 90733 
 
Friends, 
 
Congratulations to the LA harbor international film festival and the filmmakers included in this highly artistic annual 
event now celebrating 23 years of creating the “cinematic bridge between the people of the region and the people 
of the world” by bringing storytellers and audiences together to experience a true art form. 
 
From March 5th through 8th attendees will be entertained and educated by the curation of films and stories across 
four venues within the Los Angeles harbor community. 
 
Thank you for putting this region on the map as a go to festival and for recognizing the works of new, emerging and 
seasoned filmmaking talent.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Laura Richardson 
35th Senate District 
Assistant Majority Leader 
Chair, Senate Budget Subcommittee #5 
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23rd  annual LA Harbor International Film Festival™ (LAHIFF) 
* March 5-8, 2026 * 

More details at Website: www.laharborfilmfest.com 
All programs in historic downtown San Pedro (SP) or vicinity ~ Port of Los Angeles (POLA) 

 
Program Schedule & Venues (Note: Schedule subject to change and/ or possible cancellation) 

*  * * 
Thurs. March 5 ~ Program A ~ Opening Day (invitation only) 
 10 am (doors open 9:30 am) “Read the Book, See the Movie” (RBSM)™  

Free Education Outreach Culmination Program ~ Featuring classic novel  
The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss & film adaptation  

(Swiss Family Robinson, USA, Walt Disney Productions, 1960, 126 min. dir .Ken Annakin) 
Venue & Sponsor: Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA) ~ John Olguin Auditorium ~ 3710 Stephen White Dr., SP 90731 

*  * * 
Fri. March 6 ~ Program B ~ Opening Night  

Happy Hour + (“no host” bar) & Film Premiere 
Venue & Sponsor: Dalmatian American Club (DAC) Main Bar, 1639 S. Palos Verdes St., SP 90731 

“No Host” Bar opens 5 pm; film at 6 pm  (over by 7 pm) 
Stories of Los Angeles Harbor Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow (SOLAHA) The Movie - Vol.VII 

(USA, GameChange, 2026, @35 min. producers Jack Baric & Stephanie Mardesich, dir. Jack Baric) 
Six stories from Vol. VII of SOLAHA oral history project filmed in DAC 2025 – participants invited for Conversation and Q&A after screening 

SOLAHA made possible in part by grant funding from Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4; individual & corporate sponsors  
Cost: Free – Reservations requested: Telephone 310/ 831-9821  

Parking: Lot across from DAC and on street 
*  * * 

Sat. March 7 ~ Program C ~ Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute  (HNT) 
Venue & Sponsor: Battleship IOWA (Fantail-Dress warmly) ~ 250 S. Harbor Blvd., SP 90731 

4 pm (board ship and tour from 3 pm) program concludes by @6:30 pm 
  Skirts Ahoy!   

(USA ~ MGM ~ 1952 ~ 98 min. ~ dir. Sidney Lanfield) 
(Stars Esther Williams, Vivian Blaine, Joan Evans, Barry Sullivan)) 

* 
Cost: Free Community Event ~ Attendance limited  

Benefits YWCA Harbor Area, Toberman Neighborhood Center, Harbor Interfaith Services♥  
♥Suggested donation - Bring non-perishable food items or new clothing in lieu of ticket purchase 

Enjoy dining at Vicky’s Doghouse Cafe; concessions to purchase include  gourmet hot dogs, soda, beer, wine, snacks 
Reservations requested:  Skirts Ahoy landing page 

Parking fee: 1st hr. free; $2/hr. thereafter  
*      * * 

Sun. March 8  ~ “DocSunday” ~ Program  D ~ 2  pm Welcome (doors open 1:30  pm) 
Closing Day ~ POLA premieres 

Venue & Sponsor:  YWCA Harbor Area – “Julia Morgan Auditorium” ~ 437 W. 9th St., SP 90731 
 

2:15  pm ~ Newfilmmakers LA )NFMLA) special presentation 
CIRILO, A Legacy Untold (USA, Jocmedia & Entertainment, 2025, 26 min., dir. Justin O. Cooper) 

 
3:15 pm ~ Feature presentation 

The Eyes Of Ghana 
(USA, Breakwater Studios/Higherground Productions, 90 min., dir. Ben Proudfoot) 

(Conversation and Q&A to follow both screenings) 
Cost: Free ~ Community Event ~ Attendance limited   

Reservations requested: Even Brite 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/docsunday-the-eyes-of-ghana-la-harbor-international-film-festivallahiff-tickets-
1982467176692?aff=oddtdtcreator 

*  * * 
Media Relations-Inquiries/Contributions contact: Stephanie Mardesich, Festival Director (310) 519-0756 

Email: stephaniemardesich@yahoo.com 
LAHIFF is 501c3 non-profit organization; donations gratefully accepted and tax deductible to extent law allows.  

Send check or m.o. to P.O. Box 5202, SP 90733  
Before or after programs please consider dining & refreshment at LAHIFF Epicurean Sponsors: 

Niko’s Pizzeria, San Pedro Brewing Co., Wienerschnitzel, Think Café, Big Nick’s, Rafaello Ristorante, Sacred Grounds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
�arc� �� ���� 
 

 
As t�e ��t� District Assemblymember and a longtime c�am�ion �or t�e �eo�le o� t�e �arbor� 

let me congratulate t�e �A �arbor �nternational �ilm �estival on anot�er year bringing visual arts 
and e�cellence in storytelling to a ��enomenal audience� � am always �roud to su��ort my �riends 
at �A���� because o� t�e s�otlig�t t�at it �uts on my Assembly District’s incredible community� 
��ose attending �rom �arc� � to �arc� � �ave a guaranteed seat wit� a view o� t�e best 
�ali�ornia can o��er� � believe we truly do create a “cinematic bridge” to view t�e �lanet t�roug� 
�res� eyes—ins�iring us to connect in ways t�at bene�it �ali�ornians �rom all wal�s o� li�e� 

��is will be t�e �inal year t�at � �ave t�e �rivilege o� serving in t�e �tate Assembly� and so � 
�ave t�e c�ance to re�lect on years o� �A���� e��orts to s�owcase diverse et�nic and artistic 
in�luences t�at enric� local �ilmma�ing overall� �ilms o�en doors to learning and understanding 
t�at are �ig�ly signi�icant in times o� c�ange� Additionally� many �A���� �artici�ants are 
wonder�ul visitors to t�e �an �edro community w�o bring valued su��ort to our small restaurants 
and inde�endent businesses—� �ig�ly encourage you to review t�e list o� ��icurean ��onsors so 
t�at t�is uni�ue oceanside neig�bor�ood can continue to be a �lace to eat� drin�� and �ave �un� 

� e�tend dee� t�an�s to t�ose w�ose s�onsors�i� and volunteer �ours ma�e t�is �A���� 
�rogram �ossible� �ay you en�oy your time in my Assembly District over t�e days a�ead� and 
s�are t�e e�citement t�at you �eel �ar beyond t�is event� 

�incerely� 
 

Assemblymember� ��t� District 
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HOLIWOOD NOSTALGIA TRIBUTE

23rd annual LA Harbor International Film Festival™ (LAHIFF)   
Expresses appreciation to our generous Sponsors for 2026 

 
Contributing & Education Sponsor 

 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4 

 
Associate Sponsors 

 
Marathon Petroleum Corporation Los Angeles Refinery ~ Athens Services   

Employees Community Fund of Boeing ~ SA Recycling ~ Rancho LPG Holdings ~ Cal-Marine Fish Company  
 

Sustaining Sponsors 
 

Los Angeles City Council District 15 ~ ILWU Foremen’s Union Local #94  
Joseph & Lee (Sher) Mardesich, Jr. Family Trust  

 
Education Outreach Program “Read the Book, See the Movie” (RBSM) ™  

Supervisor Janice Hahn ~ Penguin Random House Young Readers 
Refreshment Sponsors 

The Popcorn Man ~ Mary Star of the Sea High School ~ Arlene (Dickey) & Myron Lockrem ~ 7-Eleven  
 

Elite Sponsor ~ Spirit Cruises 
 

Epicurean Sponsors  
 

 Niko’s Pizzeria ~ Wienerschnitzel ~ Port Town Brewing Company 
San Pedro Brewing Company ~ Big Nick’s ~ The Sandwich Saloon ~ Rafaello’s Ristorante  

Think Café ~ J. Trani Ristorante ~ Omelet & Waffle Shop ~ Think Prime  
Compagnon Wine Bistro ~ Whale & Ale Gastropub ~ Sacred Grounds ~ Vicky’s Doghouse Café (Battleship IOWA)  

 
Print  & Art Sponsors 

 
 “Eyes On The Cinematic Bridge” official poster key photographic art by Peter Read Miller 

 Wellington Signs (Alison Tomerlin, poster/banner art direction; banner production)   
MJM Graphics (collateral material) ~ Alchemy (poster printing)  

 Distinctive Edge Framing & Gallery (custom framing of official poster)  
 

Media Sponsors 
 

    PalosVerdesPulse.com ~ Random Lengths News ~ San Pedro Today Magazine  
NewFilmmakers LA  

 
Promotion & In-Kind Sponsors 

 
Dalmatian American Club ~ Cabrillo Marine Aquarium ~ YWCA Harbor Area 

Los Angeles Maritime Museum   
San Pedro Art Association ~ Grand Vision Foundation  

 
Security Sponsor ~ Black Knight Security 

 
Volunteer Service  ~ YWCA Harbor Area 

 
Website Sponsor ~ ClearSteps (Alysa Marks, Designer/Manager) 

Saturday, March 7 ~  Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute  (HNT) 
Venue: Battleship IOWA  

Benefits YWCA Harbor Area, Toberman Neighborhood Center, Harbor Interfaith Services♥  
♥Suggested donation - Bring non-perishable food items or new clothing in lieu of ticket purchase 

 
Program C (board ship from 3 pm) “al fresco” fantail aft deck – dress warmly 
4 pm - Welcome and Introductions ~ Brief videos about SA Recycling, Battleship IOWA, YWCA Harbor Area 
 

 
@ 4:20 pm 
 

 Skirts Ahoy!    
USA ~ MGM ~ 1952 ~ 109 min. ~ director Sydney Lanfield 
   
   It’s World War II and three young women eluding or contemplating marriage enlist in the 
Navy: elegant heiress WhitneyYoung (Esther Williams), fashion worker Una Yancy (Vivian Blaine) 
and bride jilted at the alter Mary Kate Yarborough  (Joan Evans).  
 They meet when they report for induction at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station and end up 
roommates. The training and discipline are challenging, however their greatest trouble isn't long 
marches or several weeks in a small boat, but their love lives. 
 Upon graduation at training camp  the trio of new-fledged WAVES is broken up. Mary Kate is 
assigned to Brooklyn, Una has the assignment she hoped for in Paris, France only to learn that her 
boyfriend Archie has just been assigned to Great Lakes for a year. Whitney is sent for advanced 
individual training in Washington, D.C. before being sent on to an overseas assignment.  
 In the romantic finale the men they love meet them at the train station promising to gain 
assignments so they can reunite. The new Seaman Second Class gals -  the “Waves” -  say goodbye 
to their guys as the Twentieth Century Limited exits the station taking them to New York and beyond 
for more adventure and service.  
  The charming and merry musical, lyrics by Ralph Blane, music by Harry Warren, also echoes 
the sentiments of war and loss. Viewing the film aboard authentic WWII Battleship IOWA is magic! 
 Supporting cast includes Barry Sullivan and Keith Braselle; delightful DeMarco (singing) 
sisters and special appearance by handsome crooner Billy Eckstein.  

More at: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045155/?ref_=fn_t_1 
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HOLIWOOD NOSTALGIA TRIBUTE
B O A R D  O F  S U P E R V I S O R S  

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
  

822 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION/ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 
Telephone (213) 974-4444 / FAX (213) 229-3676 

  

J A N I C E  H A H N  
Fourth District  

  
 
March 5, 2026 
 

Dear Friends,  

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 23nd Annual LA Harbor International Film Festival.  

For decades now, the LA Harbor International Film Festival has brought the magic of cinema to the 
heart of San Pedro and the region. Its diverse programs celebrate Hollywood classics, promote literacy 
through “Read the Book, See the Movie,” present documentaries exploring pivotal issues, and share 
local stories.  

Thanks to the extraordinary effort of LAHIFF’S founder Stephanie Mardesich to weave local civic and 
business partners into the festival’s program and events, this celebration is a unique chance for San 
Pedro itself—one of our City and County’s great gateways to the world—to play a starring role.  

While we await the renovation of our beloved Warner Grand Theater, it says so much that venues and 
organizations across San Pedro stepped up and ensured the show will go on.  

Thank you to all the sponsors and volunteers for their continued 
support and commitment to making this film festival possible year 
after year. I am proud to have supported this event since its debut, 
and I look forward to the cinematic experience LAHIFF will have in 
store for us this year. 

 

Enjoy the programs! 
 
 

 

JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District 
County of Los Angeles 
 

Thursday, March 5 – Opening Day   
Venue: Cabrillo Marine Aquarium “John Olguin Auditorium” 

“Read the Book, See the Movie” (RBSM) Education/Outreach Culmination Program – Invitation only  
To promote literacy and a more thoughtful way to view a film 

 
Program A  10 am (Doors open at 9:30 am)  
Sponsored by Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4, Penguin Random House Young Readers 
Refreshments provided by The Popcorn Man, Mary Star of the Sea High School, 7-Eleven, Arlene (Dickey) & Myron Lockrem 

Bagpiper greeting & prelude by Glen Thompson 
 

      
 
10 am 
Swiss Family Robinson 
U.S.A. ~ Walt Disney Productions, 1960, 126 min. ~ Directed by Ken Annakin 
  

One of the world’s best-loved works of literature the story of a shipwreck and survival The Swiss Family Robinson  is a 
book that has inspired the imagination of readers since it was first published in 1812. The audience is in for a great adventure 
when a Swiss pastor, his wife,  and their four sons are en route to New Guinea and shipwrecked on a deserted tropical island. 
They are the sole survivors along with two dogs and a shipload of livestock confronted with survival challenges that test their 
ingenuity, resourcefulness and piety. They create a home centered around a huge tree house that they construct to offer safety 
and comfort, and explore the island and its flora and fauna. Plenty of exciting action ensues as the family copes with issues of 
survival, pirates, and learning how to live on the island with an uncertain future.  Stellar cast lead by John Mills (Father Robinson), 
Dorothy McGuire (Mother Robinson), James MacArthur (Fritz), Tommy Kirk (Ernst), Kevin Corcoran (Francis) as the sons.  

The Disney 1960 movie, directed by Academy Award® nominated Ken Annakin,  was the second feature film adaptation 
of the book released by RKO Pictures in 1940. According to IMDB, filmmaker George Lukas named Star Wars antagonist Anakin 
Skywalker after the famous director. The filming was highly publicized and nicknamed “Annakin’s Ark” because of all the animals 
involved. The movie recreates an authentic atmosphere and challenges for the family, from the charming tree house to the 
exciting escape from nefarious pirates. Annakin worked on the script with writers  Bill Anderson and Lowell Hawley. The 
idea to have the brothers discover a girl dressed as a boy came from popular actress of her day Janet Munro, who 
had been in Disney’s Third Man on the Mountain and recounted stories about playing a boy when working on stage 
with her father Alex Munro. Taking dramatic license a new character was created with Munro cast as Roberta adding 
some romantic tension to the plot. Supporting players include Sesesue Hayakawa (Kuala, Pirate Chief) and Cecil Parker 
(Captain Morehead). 

Shot on location in Tobaga, Trinidad what the actors and crew endured to make this classic film is  incredible. Lead by 
tenacious director Annakin, the entourage was dubbed “Annakin’s Ark”, and  animals used were mostly trained, yet potentially 
very dangerous. Miraculously no one was seriously injured by a zebra or ostrich kick, or a tiger-claw. Incredibly the (two brothers) 
actors  (not stunt doubles) actually wrestled  an anaconda snake chest-deep in a mosquito and leech-infested swamp. It was their 
choice though daunting and according to  MacArthur he  was told by the snake's handler “to just dunk the snake's head under 
water when it started to constrict him” that  apparently it worked, as he lived to tell the tale! 

When Swiss Family Robinson was released it became the studio’s greatest moneymaker for many years, and is enjoyed 
today with as much with a  new audience nearly 70 years after it was made as it was then. A timeless tale for the whole family.  

Remember when you have a book in hand, you have a friend for life!  
 

 Note: In 2008 RBSM programmed The Swiss Family Robinson presenting the 35mm print straight from the Disney Vault. and 
director Ken Annakin (with his @9 year old grandson present) and star of the picture James MacArthur attended with an audience 
of over 900 readers. They were delighted and the filmmakers regales with stories.  After the program there was special special 
luncheon at Ports O’Call Restaurant hosted by proprietor by Jayme Wilson – a wonderful day! 

March 13-16, 2025 

LA Harbor International Film Festival 
P.O. Box 5202 
San Pedro, CA 90733 

Dear Friends: 

It is with distinct honor that I offer congratulations to the 22nd Annual LA Harbor 
International Film Festival. 

LAHIFF is to be applauded for showcasing film and video that reflects the harbor 
and all that it embraces to create a cinematic bridge between the people of the region 
and the people of the world. Your exemplary leadership and dedication to education 
through film is commendable and deserving of high praise. 

Again, congratulations to the LA Harbor International Film Festival, its participants 
and supporters who contribute to elevating and enhancing our community for over 20 
years. 

On behalf of the residents of the 35th Senate District, I offer the warmest regards and 
best wishes for a successful event! 

Sincerely, 

LAURA RICHARDSON 
Senator, 35th District 

 March 5, 2026 
 
LA Harbor International Film Festival 
P.O. Box 5202 
San Pedro, CA 90733 
 
Friends, 
 
Congratulations to the LA harbor international film festival and the filmmakers included in this highly artistic annual 
event now celebrating 23 years of creating the “cinematic bridge between the people of the region and the people 
of the world” by bringing storytellers and audiences together to experience a true art form. 
 
From March 5th through 8th attendees will be entertained and educated by the curation of films and stories across 
four venues within the Los Angeles harbor community. 
 
Thank you for putting this region on the map as a go to festival and for recognizing the works of new, emerging and 
seasoned filmmaking talent.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Senator Laura Richardson 
35th Senate District 
Assistant Majority Leader 
Chair, Senate Budget Subcommittee #5 
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23rd annual LA Harbor International Film Festival™ (LAHIFF)   
Expresses appreciation to our generous Sponsors for 2026 

 
Contributing & Education Sponsor 

 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4 

 
Associate Sponsors 

 
Marathon Petroleum Corporation Los Angeles Refinery ~ Athens Services   

Employees Community Fund of Boeing ~ SA Recycling ~ Rancho LPG Holdings ~ Cal-Marine Fish Company  
 

Sustaining Sponsors 
 

Los Angeles City Council District 15 ~ ILWU Foremen’s Union Local #94  
Joseph & Lee (Sher) Mardesich, Jr. Family Trust  

 
Education Outreach Program “Read the Book, See the Movie” (RBSM) ™  

Supervisor Janice Hahn ~ Penguin Random House Young Readers 
Refreshment Sponsors 

The Popcorn Man ~ Mary Star of the Sea High School ~ Arlene (Dickey) & Myron Lockrem ~ 7-Eleven  
 

Elite Sponsor ~ Spirit Cruises 
 

Epicurean Sponsors  
 

 Niko’s Pizzeria ~ Wienerschnitzel ~ Port Town Brewing Company 
San Pedro Brewing Company ~ Big Nick’s ~ The Sandwich Saloon ~ Rafaello’s Ristorante  

Think Café ~ J. Trani Ristorante ~ Omelet & Waffle Shop ~ Think Prime  
Compagnon Wine Bistro ~ Whale & Ale Gastropub ~ Sacred Grounds ~ Vicky’s Doghouse Café (Battleship IOWA)  

 
Print  & Art Sponsors 

 
 “Eyes On The Cinematic Bridge” official poster key photographic art by Peter Read Miller 

 Wellington Signs (Alison Tomerlin, poster/banner art direction; banner production)   
MJM Graphics (collateral material) ~ Alchemy (poster printing)  

 Distinctive Edge Framing & Gallery (custom framing of official poster)  
 

Media Sponsors 
 

    PalosVerdesPulse.com ~ Random Lengths News ~ San Pedro Today Magazine  
NewFilmmakers LA  

 
Promotion & In-Kind Sponsors 

 
Dalmatian American Club ~ Cabrillo Marine Aquarium ~ YWCA Harbor Area 

Los Angeles Maritime Museum   
San Pedro Art Association ~ Grand Vision Foundation  

 
Security Sponsor ~ Black Knight Security 

 
Volunteer Service  ~ YWCA Harbor Area 

 
Website Sponsor ~ ClearSteps (Alysa Marks, Designer/Manager) 

Saturday, March 7 ~  Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute  (HNT) 
Venue: Battleship IOWA  

Benefits YWCA Harbor Area, Toberman Neighborhood Center, Harbor Interfaith Services♥  
♥Suggested donation - Bring non-perishable food items or new clothing in lieu of ticket purchase 

 
Program C (board ship from 3 pm) “al fresco” fantail aft deck – dress warmly 
4 pm - Welcome and Introductions ~ Brief videos about SA Recycling, Battleship IOWA, YWCA Harbor Area 
 

 
@ 4:20 pm 
 

 Skirts Ahoy!    
USA ~ MGM ~ 1952 ~ 109 min. ~ director Sydney Lanfield 
   
   It’s World War II and three young women eluding or contemplating marriage enlist in the 
Navy: elegant heiress WhitneyYoung (Esther Williams), fashion worker Una Yancy (Vivian Blaine) 
and bride jilted at the alter Mary Kate Yarborough  (Joan Evans).  
 They meet when they report for induction at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station and end up 
roommates. The training and discipline are challenging, however their greatest trouble isn't long 
marches or several weeks in a small boat, but their love lives. 
 Upon graduation at training camp  the trio of new-fledged WAVES is broken up. Mary Kate is 
assigned to Brooklyn, Una has the assignment she hoped for in Paris, France only to learn that her 
boyfriend Archie has just been assigned to Great Lakes for a year. Whitney is sent for advanced 
individual training in Washington, D.C. before being sent on to an overseas assignment.  
 In the romantic finale the men they love meet them at the train station promising to gain 
assignments so they can reunite. The new Seaman Second Class gals -  the “Waves” -  say goodbye 
to their guys as the Twentieth Century Limited exits the station taking them to New York and beyond 
for more adventure and service.  
  The charming and merry musical, lyrics by Ralph Blane, music by Harry Warren, also echoes 
the sentiments of war and loss. Viewing the film aboard authentic WWII Battleship IOWA is magic! 
 Supporting cast includes Barry Sullivan and Keith Braselle; delightful DeMarco (singing) 
sisters and special appearance by handsome crooner Billy Eckstein.  

More at: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0045155/?ref_=fn_t_1 
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HOLIWOOD NOSTALGIA TRIBUTE 23rd  annual LA Harbor International Film Festival™ (LAHIFF) 
* March 5-8, 2026 * 

More details at Website: www.laharborfilmfest.com 
All programs in historic downtown San Pedro (SP) or vicinity ~ Port of Los Angeles (POLA) 

 
Program Schedule & Venues (Note: Schedule subject to change and/ or possible cancellation) 

*  * * 
Thurs. March 5 ~ Program A ~ Opening Day (invitation only) 
 10 am (doors open 9:30 am) “Read the Book, See the Movie” (RBSM)™  

Free Education Outreach Culmination Program ~ Featuring classic novel  
The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Wyss & film adaptation  

(Swiss Family Robinson, USA, Walt Disney Productions, 1960, 126 min. dir .Ken Annakin) 
Venue & Sponsor: Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA) ~ John Olguin Auditorium ~ 3710 Stephen White Dr., SP 90731 

*  * * 
Fri. March 6 ~ Program B ~ Opening Night  

Happy Hour + (“no host” bar) & Film Premiere 
Venue & Sponsor: Dalmatian American Club (DAC) Main Bar, 1639 S. Palos Verdes St., SP 90731 

“No Host” Bar opens 5 pm; film at 6 pm  (over by 7 pm) 
Stories of Los Angeles Harbor Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow (SOLAHA) The Movie - Vol.VII 

(USA, GameChange, 2026, @35 min. producers Jack Baric & Stephanie Mardesich, dir. Jack Baric) 
Six stories from Vol. VII of SOLAHA oral history project filmed in DAC 2025 – participants invited for Conversation and Q&A after screening 

SOLAHA made possible in part by grant funding from Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4; individual & corporate sponsors  
Cost: Free – Reservations requested: Telephone 310/ 831-9821  

Parking: Lot across from DAC and on street 
*  * * 

Sat. March 7 ~ Program C ~ Hollywood Nostalgia Tribute  (HNT) 
Venue & Sponsor: Battleship IOWA (Fantail-Dress warmly) ~ 250 S. Harbor Blvd., SP 90731 

4 pm (board ship and tour from 3 pm) program concludes by @6:30 pm 
  Skirts Ahoy!   

(USA ~ MGM ~ 1952 ~ 98 min. ~ dir. Sidney Lanfield) 
(Stars Esther Williams, Vivian Blaine, Joan Evans, Barry Sullivan)) 

* 
Cost: Free Community Event ~ Attendance limited  

Benefits YWCA Harbor Area, Toberman Neighborhood Center, Harbor Interfaith Services♥  
♥Suggested donation - Bring non-perishable food items or new clothing in lieu of ticket purchase 

Enjoy dining at Vicky’s Doghouse Cafe; concessions to purchase include  gourmet hot dogs, soda, beer, wine, snacks 
Reservations requested:  Skirts Ahoy landing page 

Parking fee: 1st hr. free; $2/hr. thereafter  
*      * * 

Sun. March 8  ~ “DocSunday” ~ Program  D ~ 2  pm Welcome (doors open 1:30  pm) 
Closing Day ~ POLA premieres 

Venue & Sponsor:  YWCA Harbor Area – “Julia Morgan Auditorium” ~ 437 W. 9th St., SP 90731 
 

2:15  pm ~ Newfilmmakers LA )NFMLA) special presentation 
CIRILO, A Legacy Untold (USA, Jocmedia & Entertainment, 2025, 26 min., dir. Justin O. Cooper) 

 
3:15 pm ~ Feature presentation 

The Eyes Of Ghana 
(USA, Breakwater Studios/Higherground Productions, 90 min., dir. Ben Proudfoot) 

(Conversation and Q&A to follow both screenings) 
Cost: Free ~ Community Event ~ Attendance limited   

Reservations requested: Even Brite 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/docsunday-the-eyes-of-ghana-la-harbor-international-film-festivallahiff-tickets-
1982467176692?aff=oddtdtcreator 

*  * * 
Media Relations-Inquiries/Contributions contact: Stephanie Mardesich, Festival Director (310) 519-0756 

Email: stephaniemardesich@yahoo.com 
LAHIFF is 501c3 non-profit organization; donations gratefully accepted and tax deductible to extent law allows.  

Send check or m.o. to P.O. Box 5202, SP 90733  
Before or after programs please consider dining & refreshment at LAHIFF Epicurean Sponsors: 

Niko’s Pizzeria, San Pedro Brewing Co., Wienerschnitzel, Think Café, Big Nick’s, Rafaello Ristorante, Sacred Grounds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
�arc� �� ���� 
 

 
As t�e ��t� District Assemblymember and a longtime c�am�ion �or t�e �eo�le o� t�e �arbor� 

let me congratulate t�e �A �arbor �nternational �ilm �estival on anot�er year bringing visual arts 
and e�cellence in storytelling to a ��enomenal audience� � am always �roud to su��ort my �riends 
at �A���� because o� t�e s�otlig�t t�at it �uts on my Assembly District’s incredible community� 
��ose attending �rom �arc� � to �arc� � �ave a guaranteed seat wit� a view o� t�e best 
�ali�ornia can o��er� � believe we truly do create a “cinematic bridge” to view t�e �lanet t�roug� 
�res� eyes—ins�iring us to connect in ways t�at bene�it �ali�ornians �rom all wal�s o� li�e� 

��is will be t�e �inal year t�at � �ave t�e �rivilege o� serving in t�e �tate Assembly� and so � 
�ave t�e c�ance to re�lect on years o� �A���� e��orts to s�owcase diverse et�nic and artistic 
in�luences t�at enric� local �ilmma�ing overall� �ilms o�en doors to learning and understanding 
t�at are �ig�ly signi�icant in times o� c�ange� Additionally� many �A���� �artici�ants are 
wonder�ul visitors to t�e �an �edro community w�o bring valued su��ort to our small restaurants 
and inde�endent businesses—� �ig�ly encourage you to review t�e list o� ��icurean ��onsors so 
t�at t�is uni�ue oceanside neig�bor�ood can continue to be a �lace to eat� drin�� and �ave �un� 

� e�tend dee� t�an�s to t�ose w�ose s�onsors�i� and volunteer �ours ma�e t�is �A���� 
�rogram �ossible� �ay you en�oy your time in my Assembly District over t�e days a�ead� and 
s�are t�e e�citement t�at you �eel �ar beyond t�is event� 

�incerely� 
 

Assemblymember� ��t� District 
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HOLIWOOD NOSTALGIA TRIBUTE

B O A R D  O F  S U P E R V I S O R S  

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
  

822 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION/ LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 
Telephone (213) 974-4444 / FAX (213) 229-3676 

  

J A N I C E  H A H N  
Fourth District  

  
 
March 5, 2026 
 

Dear Friends,  

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 23nd Annual LA Harbor International Film Festival.  

For decades now, the LA Harbor International Film Festival has brought the magic of cinema to the 
heart of San Pedro and the region. Its diverse programs celebrate Hollywood classics, promote literacy 
through “Read the Book, See the Movie,” present documentaries exploring pivotal issues, and share 
local stories.  

Thanks to the extraordinary effort of LAHIFF’S founder Stephanie Mardesich to weave local civic and 
business partners into the festival’s program and events, this celebration is a unique chance for San 
Pedro itself—one of our City and County’s great gateways to the world—to play a starring role.  

While we await the renovation of our beloved Warner Grand Theater, it says so much that venues and 
organizations across San Pedro stepped up and ensured the show will go on.  

Thank you to all the sponsors and volunteers for their continued 
support and commitment to making this film festival possible year 
after year. I am proud to have supported this event since its debut, 
and I look forward to the cinematic experience LAHIFF will have in 
store for us this year. 

 

Enjoy the programs! 
 
 

 

JANICE HAHN 
Supervisor, Fourth District 
County of Los Angeles 
 

About……. 
LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF) 

  The LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF), 501c3 non-profit organization, was founded in 2003.The non-juried, non-competitive film 
festival takes place annually celebrating the cinematic arts with the aim to entertain, enlighten and educate the audience by showcasing film and video that 
reflects the harbor and all that it embraces – shipping and commerce, fishing, sailing, water sports, sea life and the area’s rich ethnic and cultural influences; 
and to promote literacy and a more thoughtful way to view a film through the education outreach program “Read the Book, See the Movie” –  to create a 
cinematic  bridge between the people of the region and the people of the world. Sponsorship of the LAHIFF demonstrates community awareness and 
support of the fundamental mission.. For more see www.laharborfilmfest.com 

Dalmatian American Club (DAC) 
  Founded May 6, 1926, the works of the DAC of San Pedro are well known throughout the local community, State of California, USA and 
internationally. The DAC was founded to encourage, promote and cultivate fellowship, good neighbor policy, and unity among its members and the general 
public. The club helped promote the welfare and happiness of its members, and created a home for the Croatian population of San Pedro to participate in 
activities that were social, ethnic, charitable, and non-political in nature. The bi-monthly Fish Luncheon, weekly Tuesday lunches, and many activities 
through out the year are popular and well attended. The elegant ballroom with updated sound .and lighting system, and grand piano has been a prominent 
venue for special occasions and events for decades.The DAC prides itself on upholding the founders original wishes of creating a facility that is full of 
happiness, and a place where everyone in the community is welcome! This year marks the 100th anniversary since the club was founded with many 
celebration festivities planned .For more: www.dalmatianamericanclub.com 

Battleship IOWA (Pacific Battleship Center “PBC”) 
  Battleship IOWA (BB-61) was launched in 1942 and served the United States of America in three different eras. Her impressive history includes 
transporting President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) to the Tehran Conference in 1943, where he met with British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Soviet 
Premiere Joseph Stalin, to plan the Allies' strategy for ending World War II. FDR and his war cabinet constructed the initial plans for the D-Day invasion of 
Normandy aboard IOWA during the return trip to the USA. A bathtub installed to accommodate the President's needs due to polio still exists in the captain's 
cabin. The ship was present in Tokyo Bay for the signing of the Instrument of Surrender by the nation of Japan that officially ended WWII. The ship 
was decommissioned then brought back into service twice: once for the Korean War and again for the “Cold War.” She was retired for the third and final 
time in October 1990. 
  PBC was awarded the right to convert the ship into a museum in September 2011. She arrived at her present dock in the POLA on June 9, 
2012 and has since become the #4 museum and attraction in Los Angeles. Now an icon of the LA Waterfront this fascinating marvel of engineering is open 
for tours, hosts annual LA FLeet Week over Memorial Day weekend,  and many other special and free public events throughout the year generating over 
250,000 visitors and $11 million dollars in annual economic impact for local businesses. The ship also provides educational programs for schools, overnight 
experiences for youth-focused groups, home and support system for thousands of veterans, and scores of volunteer crew members. In 2025 PBC opened 
the National Museum of the Surface Navy (NMSN) aboard the ship. Its mission is to connect every American to the sailors and ships that defend freedom of 
the seas. Through pop culture and immersive storytelling, guests step into the role of a sailor, feeling the camaraderie, purpose, and responsibility of serving 
at sea. The NMSN has state-of-the-art immersive technology to tell the story of America's surface Navy and inspire global awareness of freedom of the 
seas.  Plans are underway for an adjacent  For more: www.pacificbattleship.com and surfacenavymuseum.org 

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA) 
  CMAm operated under auspices of City of L.A. Dept. of Parks & Recreation  represents and interprets both the physical processes of 
oceanography and marine biology of Southern California by use of displays and educational programs for the public welcoming thousands of visitors 
throughout the year, operated by the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks. 
  CMA began as Cabrillo Marine Museum in 1935 as a collection of marine specimens stored in the vintage Cabrillo Beach Bathhouse. In 1949 
John Olguin, captain of the Cabrillo Beach lifeguards, was appointed director of the museum. He popularized the aquarium by giving tours to visiting school 
groups as well as starting the popular evening program of viewing and learning about the unusual grunion mating practices on the beach. 
  On October 21, 1981, a new $3 million museum designed by eminent architect Frank Gehry opened and the original museum closed. 
Throughout the 1990s CMA experienced significant growth and in 1993 its name was changed  to CMA to highlight its unique living collections. It expanded 
its public access adding an Ocean Outreach Education, discovery lab, and child volunteer programs named Sea Rangers. A non-profit affiliate called 
Friends of the CMA was founded to  assist in funding. In 2004, the facility expanded with an Exploration Center, the S. Mark Taper Foundation Courtyard, 
an Aquatic Nursery research lab and the Virginia Reed Moore Research Library. The John Olguin Auditorium is an important asset to the CMA for holding 
film and lecture programs; and other community and special events. For more:  www.cabrillomarineaquarium.org 

Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM) 
      Founded in 1979 LAMM  is located in the historic municipal ferry terminal, erected in 1941 by the Works Project Administration (WPA),  at the 
foot of 6th Street, adjacent to the Main Channel in San Pedro, adding to the historical legacy of  the harbor. LAMM has been a supportive in-kind sponsor of 
LAHIFF since 2004.From 1941 to 1963 thousands of workers passed through the portals  to catch the  auto/passenger ferry The Islander to Terminal Island. 
The refashioned pedestrian ramp is lined with ship models and other nautical displays with rotating special exhibits throughout the calendar year. In 2017 
the addition of  "Taminaru: A Day in a Life of a Japanese American Fishing Village" added to the permanent historical exhibits including “Caught, Canned 
and Eaten: The History of San Pedro’s Tuna & Canning Industry” (opened in 2006)  preserving for posterity what was a huge source of work and income for 
the town and region. The museum hosts school field trips year round and welcomes thousands of visitors and tourists from the U.S.A. and abroad to 
appreciate the fascinating exhibits and programs including the permanent children’s exhibit “What’s Going on in the Harbor Today?” The Navy Hall was 
renovated several years ago. A new exhibit honoring “Waves of Change” update of the chronology timeline is currently being installed, donations welcome 
to support the effort. For more seewww.lamariitmemuseum.org 

Warner Grand Theatre (WGT) – in remembrance (closed for renovation – reopening date TBD) 
      For over 20 years LAHIFF presented the annual film festival at WGT. Currently closed for renovation through c. 2026, the WGT, nee Warner 
Bros (WB)., is celebrating its 94th  year. One  of the Warner Bros. “triplets” built in the greater Los Angeles area, (others were  in Beverly Hills and 
Huntington Park) on opening night in 1931 Jack Warner personally “unveiled” the theatre with a gala Hollywood style premiere telling the audience they 
would be entering “the castle of your dreams.” WGT is a true “movie Palace” with lavish décor and architectural details by B Marcus Priteca (who also 
designed Pantages Theatre in Hollywood) that includes original hand painted murals by A.J. Heinsbergen. Upon being purchased in 1996 by the  City of Los 
Angeles it was re-christened as the WGT. One of the few WB theatres still in existence in the entire country, and L.A. region that still has 35mm projection 
capability, the WGT is an icon of the historic downtown SP. The majestic art deco structure seats 1500, with balcony and mezzanine lobby that is perfect for 
special receptions. Thanks to the leadership of Honorable Rudy Svorinich L.A. Council member for District 15 the WGT was acquired by the City and under 
management of the Department of Cultural Affairs. For over two decades Under  the stewardship manager Lee Sweet and staff the theatre presented 
programming including film screenings, concerts, dance and other live performances, graduations and weddings.. For more: www.warnergrand.org 

 
“DocSunday”, March 8 ~ Closing Event ~ POLA Premieres 

Venue: YWCA Harbor Area “Julia Morgan Auditorium”  
Program D   
2 pm Welcome & Introductions 

 
@ 3 pm Feature presentation 
The Eyes Of Ghana 
USA ~ Conversation and Q&A after the film 
  Feature documentary film executive produced by former USA President Barack and his wife Michelle Obama follows 
Chris Hesse, the personal cameraman to revolutionary leader Kwame Nkrumah, the first president of Ghana deposed in a coup 
d’etat in 1966. Ghana was first African nation to gain freedom from European colonialism.  Nkrumah was pro a United Africa and 
had huge personality. He designated cinematographer Hesse to trail him and film every aspect of his life. Hesse had the foresight 
and saved over 1,000 rolls of film from Nkrumah's enemies who sought to destroy them, preserved in a vault in London, England.  
      At 93 years old Hesse, now a minister, passes the archival footage on and a special public screening of footage never seen 
in public before in a restored “al fresco” movie theatre in Accra, Ghana. The film is a voyage through Ghanian cinema and portrait 
of the country with endearing Hesse dedicated to film preservation,  Director Proudfoot and editor’s aesthetics are outstanding and 
poetic experience. Honored internationally numerous film festivals the movie is strong contender for Academy Award® nod in 
2027.  For more see: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt37815334/?ref_=fn_t_1  
  
Note: Stephanie Mardesich viewed the movie when she was press delegate to BFI London Film Festival (Oct. 2024) and was captivated by the 
story, production values, and artistry.  She presented to LAHIFF advisors who agreed it was great choice for DocSunday at YWCA Harbor Area 
and compliments their mission. 

About …..Ben Proudfoot, Director 
      Ben Proudfoot was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. He is a director and producer, known for The Queen of Basketball (2021), A 
Concerto Is a Conversation (2020) and That's My Jazz (2019). Recipient of  multiple award nominations including three Academy Awards® nods 
with two wins for Best Short Film (2022) and Best Short Documentary (2024).  He is a member of NewFilmmakers LA.  
 
2:20 pm Short film presentation in conjunction with NewFilmmakers LA 
CIRILO, A Legacy Untold 
 (USA, Jocmedia & Entertainment LLC, 2025, 26 min., dir. Justin O. Cooper) 
 

 
 
      Chronicles the extraordinary journey of Cirilo McSween, pioneering entrepreneur and civil rights activist. Born into poverty in Panama, 
McSween overcame racism in 1950s USA to rise as a trailblazing insurance executive, McDonald’s franchisee, and trusted ally of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.  Narrated by Grammy-winning singer and actress Ann Nesby, and featuring rare archival footage 
alongside interviews with Blanton Canady, Rev. Janette Wilson, and Jeanette Simpson, this powerful documentary celebrates a legacy of 
perseverance, leadership, and lasting impact. The film has been previewed in multiple film festivals and recently nominated for NAACP Image 
Award. For more see: https://www.cirilomcsweendoc.com/ 

About …..Justin Cooper, Director 
   Justin O. Cooper is producer, editor, and head of JOCMedia & Entertainment, LLC and its production banner, Kaleidoscope, which develops 
and produces commercial, feature, and TV projects.   His goal  for  CIRILO, A Legacy Untold goal was to craft a more than a historical record and 
create a cinematic experience that is both emotional and enduring. Through archival footage, personal testimonies, and rare insights he was able 
to convey to the audience the immediacy of McSween’s journey and its enduring relevance. This film is a tribute to his extraordinary life and a 
reminder of the power of courage, community, and vision. “His legacy bridges the Americas in a shared pursuit of dignity, leadership, and 
progress.” Cooper, a member of NFMLA, has a bright future in film. Keep an eye out….. 
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“DocSunday”, March 8 ~ Closing Event ~ POLA Premieres 

Venue: YWCA Harbor Area “Julia Morgan Auditorium”  
Program D   
2 pm Welcome & Introductions 

 
@ 3:15 pm Feature presentation 
The Eyes Of Ghana  
(USA, Breakwater Studios/Higherground Productions, 90 min., dir. Ben Proudfoot) 
Conversation and Q&A after both films 
   
     Feature documentary film executive produced by former USA President Barack and his wife Michelle Obama follows Chris 
Hesse, the personal cameraman to revolutionary leader Kwame Nkrumah, the first president of Ghana deposed in a coup d’etat in 
1966. Ghana was first African nation to gain freedom from European colonialism.  Nkrumah was pro a United Africa and had huge 
personality. He designated cinematographer Hesse to trail him and film every aspect of his life. Hesse had the foresight and saved 
over 1,000 rolls of film from Nkrumah's enemies who sought to destroy them, preserved in a vault in London, England.  
      At 93 years old Hesse, now a minister, passes the archival footage on and a special public screening of footage never seen 
in public before in a restored “al fresco” movie theatre in Accra, Ghana. The film is a voyage through Ghanian cinema and portrait 
of the country with endearing Hesse dedicated to film preservation,  Director Proudfoot and editor’s aesthetics are outstanding and 
poetic experience. Honored internationally numerous film festivals the movie is strong contender for Academy Awardâ nod in 
2027.  For more see: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt37815334/?ref_=fn_t_1  
  
Note: Stephanie Mardesich viewed the movie when she was press delegate to BFI London Film Festival (Oct. 2024) and was captivated by the 
story, production values, and artistry.  She presented to LAHIFF advisors who agreed it was great choice for DocSunday at YWCA Harbor Area 
and compliments their mission. 

About …..Ben Proudfoot, Director 
      Ben Proudfoot was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. He is a director and producer, known for The Queen of Basketball (2021), A 
Concerto Is a Conversation (2020) and That's My Jazz (2019). Recipient of  multiple award nominations including three Academy Awardsâ nods 
with two wins for Best Short Film (2022) and Best Short Documentary (2024).  He is a member of NewFilmmakers LA.  
 
2:15 pm Short film presentation in conjunction with NewFilmmakers LA 
CIRILO, A Legacy Untold 
 (USA, Jocmedia & Entertainment LLC, 2025, 26 min., dir. Justin O. Cooper) 
 

 
 
      Chronicles the extraordinary journey of Cirilo McSween, pioneering entrepreneur and civil rights activist. Born into poverty in Panama, 
McSween overcame racism in 1950s USA to rise as a trailblazing insurance executive, McDonald’s franchisee, and trusted ally of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.  Narrated by Grammy-winning singer and actress Ann Nesby, and featuring rare archival footage 
alongside interviews with Blanton Canady, Rev. Janette Wilson, and Jeanette Simpson, this powerful documentary celebrates a legacy of 
perseverance, leadership, and lasting impact. The film has been previewed in multiple film festivals and recently nominated for NAACP Image 
Award. For more see: https://www.cirilomcsweendoc.com/ 

About …..Justin Cooper, Director 
   Justin O. Cooper is producer, editor, and head of JOCMedia & Entertainment, LLC and its production banner, Kaleidoscope, which develops 
and produces commercial, feature, and TV projects.   His goal  for  Cirilo, A Legacy Untold goal was to craft more than a historical record and 
create a cinematic experience that is both emotional and enduring. Through archival footage, personal testimonies, and rare insights he was able 
to convey to the audience the immediacy of McSween’s journey and its enduring relevance. This film is a tribute to his extraordinary life and a 
reminder of the power of courage, community, and vision. “His legacy bridges the Americas in a shared pursuit of dignity, leadership, and 
progress.” Cooper, a member of NFMLA,  has a bright future in film. Keep an eye out….. 
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200 N. Spring St., Room 475 Los Angeles, CA 90012

200 N. Spring St., Room 475 Los Angeles, CA 90012 

March 2026

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the City of Los Angeles and the 15th Council District, I am pleased to 
welcome  you to the 23rd annual LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF). 

I offer my heartfelt appreciation to LAHIFF for 23 years of entertaining, educating, and  
enlightening the residents of the Harbor area, while also promoting the region to visitors. 

I am excited to see that the “Read the Book, See the Movie” program is continuing. Over  
the years, LAHIFF has distributed thousands of books to students and community 
readers  through this educational outreach program. This year’s selection of The Swiss 
Family Robinson by Johann Wyss, will surely bring enjoyment to the students and 
readers alike.

I look forward to many more years of celebrating cinema and literature in San Pedro 
with  the LA Harbor International Film Festival, and extend my best wishes for a fun and 
enjoyable experience! 

Respectfully, 

TIM McOSKER 
Councilmember, 15th District 

TIM McOSKER 
Councilmember, 15th District 

Friday, March 6 Opening Night 
Venue: Dalmatian American Club (DAC) 

Program B  
5 pm “Happy Hour +” 
@ 5:45  pm  
Short videos featuring LAHIFF sponsors 
@ 5:50 pm Welcome and Introductions 

  
6 pm 
Stories of Los Angeles Harbor Area:  For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow  (SOLAHA The Movie Volume VII) 
(USA ~ GameChange ~ 2026 ~ @30 min. ~ Produced by Jack Baric & Stephanie Mardesich ~ Dir. Jack Baric)  

Conversation and Q&A after the film 
 

The Production 
      Stories Of Los Angeles Harbor Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow (SOLAHA) oral history project launched 
in 2018 under auspices of the LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF). The mission is to preserve the proud history 
of the people and communities of the Los Angeles harbor area that spans from the port towns of San Pedro and 
Wilmington, to include Lomita, Harbor City and Palos Verdes Peninsula, recognizing what is inherent; and to enlighten and 
encourage future generations to continue aspiring to make the harbor area a great place to live, work, and invest in as the 
area continues to evolve.  
 SOLAHA is the first ever oral history project sponsored by Los Angeles County made possible through initial grant 
funding by Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4; and individual and corporate sponsorship for the 
website.  
  Volume I was filmed and debuted in 2018 including 20 individuals, resulting in 72 stories, with segments 
dispatched via internet through 2019 and available to view at website.  For the 16th LAHIFF (2019) the closing program for 
DocSunday was SOLAHA The Movie Volume I composite film including one representative story from each participant 
demonstrating and encouraging the importance of retaining memories of the past for the present and future generations. 
Vol. II was filmed in 2020, with ten participants, rendering 52 stories released that year. Vol. III was filmed in 2021, with ten 
participants yielding 49  stories released in March 2022. Composite film of Vol. II and Vol. III (filmed in fINdings gallery), 
premiered at 19th LAHIFF  included one story from each participant.   
 SOLAHA Vol. IV (filmed in Los Angeles Maritime Museum)  included ten  participants filmed in 2022 and released in 
September 2023 yielding 55 stories with the composite film the closing program DocSunday for 20th LAHIFF with one story 
from each participant. Vol. V (filmed in the Warner Grand Theatre) launched in January 2024 and segments released 
weekly interspersed with remaining Vol. IV segments. The Vol. V  and Vol. Vi composite films premiered opening nights at 
21st  and 22nd  LAHIFF at the DAC.  Vol. VI  filmed on location in the DAC (July 2024)  as was Vol. VII (Dec. 2025) with 
composite film debut at LAHIFF 2026. Final number of stories to be determined. Sponsor list follows with film credits. 
Continue to tune in to website to see/hear all the stories.  
 Since the inception of SOLAHA five participants have passed away which emphases  the importance of recording 
their stories and preserving memories; mundane and momentous and occasions. “If we do not save our history today, we 
lose it for tomorrow.” (SM)  For more see: www.storieslaharborarea.com 

 
The Participants  

 
Carol (Thomas) Rugnetta: - Hospitality Executive  
 The niece of Assemblyman  Vincent Thomas reveals how the  “Tomas” Croatian family emigrated to the United 
States of America and gained an “H” to their last name when being processed at Ellis Island.  
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About……. 
LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF) 

  The LA Harbor International Film Festival (LAHIFF), 501c3 non-profit organization, was founded in 2003.The non-juried, non-competitive film 
festival takes place annually celebrating the cinematic arts with the aim to entertain, enlighten and educate the audience by showcasing film and video that 
reflects the harbor and all that it embraces – shipping and commerce, fishing, sailing, water sports, sea life and the area’s rich ethnic and cultural influences; 
and to promote literacy and a more thoughtful way to view a film through the education outreach program “Read the Book, See the Movie” –  to create a 
cinematic  bridge between the people of the region and the people of the world. Sponsorship of the LAHIFF demonstrates community awareness and 
support of the fundamental mission.. For more see www.laharborfilmfest.com 

Dalmatian American Club (DAC) 
  Founded May 6, 1926, the works of the DAC of San Pedro are well known throughout the local community, State of California, USA and 
internationally. The DAC was founded to encourage, promote and cultivate fellowship, good neighbor policy, and unity among its members and the general 
public. The club helped promote the welfare and happiness of its members, and created a home for the Croatian population of San Pedro to participate in 
activities that were social, ethnic, charitable, and non-political in nature. The bi-monthly Fish Luncheon, weekly Tuesday lunches, and many activities 
through out the year are popular and well attended. The elegant ballroom with updated sound .and lighting system, and grand piano has been a prominent 
venue for special occasions and events for decades.The DAC prides itself on upholding the founders original wishes of creating a facility that is full of 
happiness, and a place where everyone in the community is welcome! This year marks the 100th anniversary since the club was founded with many 
celebration festivities planned .For more: www.dalmatianamericanclub.com 

Battleship IOWA (Pacific Battleship Center “PBC”) 
  Battleship IOWA (BB-61) was launched in 1942 and served the United States of America in three different eras. Her impressive history includes 
transporting President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) to the Tehran Conference in 1943, where he met with British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and Soviet 
Premiere Joseph Stalin, to plan the Allies' strategy for ending World War II. FDR and his war cabinet constructed the initial plans for the D-Day invasion of 
Normandy aboard IOWA during the return trip to the USA. A bathtub installed to accommodate the President's needs due to polio still exists in the captain's 
cabin. The ship was present in Tokyo Bay for the signing of the Instrument of Surrender by the nation of Japan that officially ended WWII. The ship 
was decommissioned then brought back into service twice: once for the Korean War and again for the “Cold War.” She was retired for the third and final 
time in October 1990. 
  PBC was awarded the right to convert the ship into a museum in September 2011. She arrived at her present dock in the POLA on June 9, 
2012 and has since become the #4 museum and attraction in Los Angeles. Now an icon of the LA Waterfront this fascinating marvel of engineering is open 
for tours, hosts annual LA FLeet Week over Memorial Day weekend,  and many other special and free public events throughout the year generating over 
250,000 visitors and $11 million dollars in annual economic impact for local businesses. The ship also provides educational programs for schools, overnight 
experiences for youth-focused groups, home and support system for thousands of veterans, and scores of volunteer crew members. In 2025 PBC opened 
the National Museum of the Surface Navy (NMSN) aboard the ship. Its mission is to connect every American to the sailors and ships that defend freedom of 
the seas. Through pop culture and immersive storytelling, guests step into the role of a sailor, feeling the camaraderie, purpose, and responsibility of serving 
at sea. The NMSN has state-of-the-art immersive technology to tell the story of America's surface Navy and inspire global awareness of freedom of the 
seas.  Plans are underway for an adjacent  For more: www.pacificbattleship.com and surfacenavymuseum.org 

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA) 
  CMAm operated under auspices of City of L.A. Dept. of Parks & Recreation  represents and interprets both the physical processes of 
oceanography and marine biology of Southern California by use of displays and educational programs for the public welcoming thousands of visitors 
throughout the year, operated by the City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks. 
  CMA began as Cabrillo Marine Museum in 1935 as a collection of marine specimens stored in the vintage Cabrillo Beach Bathhouse. In 1949 
John Olguin, captain of the Cabrillo Beach lifeguards, was appointed director of the museum. He popularized the aquarium by giving tours to visiting school 
groups as well as starting the popular evening program of viewing and learning about the unusual grunion mating practices on the beach. 
  On October 21, 1981, a new $3 million museum designed by eminent architect Frank Gehry opened and the original museum closed. 
Throughout the 1990s CMA experienced significant growth and in 1993 its name was changed  to CMA to highlight its unique living collections. It expanded 
its public access adding an Ocean Outreach Education, discovery lab, and child volunteer programs named Sea Rangers. A non-profit affiliate called 
Friends of the CMA was founded to  assist in funding. In 2004, the facility expanded with an Exploration Center, the S. Mark Taper Foundation Courtyard, 
an Aquatic Nursery research lab and the Virginia Reed Moore Research Library. The John Olguin Auditorium is an important asset to the CMA for holding 
film and lecture programs; and other community and special events. For more:  www.cabrillomarineaquarium.org 

Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM) 
      Founded in 1979 LAMM  is located in the historic municipal ferry terminal, erected in 1941 by the Works Project Administration (WPA),  at the 
foot of 6th Street, adjacent to the Main Channel in San Pedro, adding to the historical legacy of  the harbor. LAMM has been a supportive in-kind sponsor of 
LAHIFF since 2004.From 1941 to 1963 thousands of workers passed through the portals  to catch the  auto/passenger ferry The Islander to Terminal Island. 
The refashioned pedestrian ramp is lined with ship models and other nautical displays with rotating special exhibits throughout the calendar year. In 2017 
the addition of  "Taminaru: A Day in a Life of a Japanese American Fishing Village" added to the permanent historical exhibits including “Caught, Canned 
and Eaten: The History of San Pedro’s Tuna & Canning Industry” (opened in 2006)  preserving for posterity what was a huge source of work and income for 
the town and region. The museum hosts school field trips year round and welcomes thousands of visitors and tourists from the U.S.A. and abroad to 
appreciate the fascinating exhibits and programs including the permanent children’s exhibit “What’s Going on in the Harbor Today?” The Navy Hall was 
renovated several years ago. A new exhibit honoring “Waves of Change” update of the chronology timeline is currently being installed, donations welcome 
to support the effort. For more seewww.lamariitmemuseum.org 

Warner Grand Theatre (WGT) – in remembrance (closed for renovation – reopening date TBD) 
      For over 20 years LAHIFF presented the annual film festival at WGT. Currently closed for renovation through c. 2026, the WGT, nee Warner 
Bros (WB)., is celebrating its 94th  year. One  of the Warner Bros. “triplets” built in the greater Los Angeles area, (others were  in Beverly Hills and 
Huntington Park) on opening night in 1931 Jack Warner personally “unveiled” the theatre with a gala Hollywood style premiere telling the audience they 
would be entering “the castle of your dreams.” WGT is a true “movie Palace” with lavish décor and architectural details by B Marcus Priteca (who also 
designed Pantages Theatre in Hollywood) that includes original hand painted murals by A.J. Heinsbergen. Upon being purchased in 1996 by the  City of Los 
Angeles it was re-christened as the WGT. One of the few WB theatres still in existence in the entire country, and L.A. region that still has 35mm projection 
capability, the WGT is an icon of the historic downtown SP. The majestic art deco structure seats 1500, with balcony and mezzanine lobby that is perfect for 
special receptions. Thanks to the leadership of Honorable Rudy Svorinich L.A. Council member for District 15 the WGT was acquired by the City and under 
management of the Department of Cultural Affairs. For over two decades Under  the stewardship manager Lee Sweet and staff the theatre presented 
programming including film screenings, concerts, dance and other live performances, graduations and weddings.. For more: www.warnergrand.org 

 
“DocSunday”, March 8 ~ Closing Event ~ POLA Premieres 

Venue: YWCA Harbor Area “Julia Morgan Auditorium”  
Program D   
2 pm Welcome & Introductions 

 
@ 3 pm Feature presentation 
The Eyes Of Ghana 
USA ~ Conversation and Q&A after the film 
  Feature documentary film executive produced by former USA President Barack and his wife Michelle Obama follows 
Chris Hesse, the personal cameraman to revolutionary leader Kwame Nkrumah, the first president of Ghana deposed in a coup 
d’etat in 1966. Ghana was first African nation to gain freedom from European colonialism.  Nkrumah was pro a United Africa and 
had huge personality. He designated cinematographer Hesse to trail him and film every aspect of his life. Hesse had the foresight 
and saved over 1,000 rolls of film from Nkrumah's enemies who sought to destroy them, preserved in a vault in London, England.  
      At 93 years old Hesse, now a minister, passes the archival footage on and a special public screening of footage never seen 
in public before in a restored “al fresco” movie theatre in Accra, Ghana. The film is a voyage through Ghanian cinema and portrait 
of the country with endearing Hesse dedicated to film preservation,  Director Proudfoot and editor’s aesthetics are outstanding and 
poetic experience. Honored internationally numerous film festivals the movie is strong contender for Academy Award® nod in 
2027.  For more see: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt37815334/?ref_=fn_t_1  
  
Note: Stephanie Mardesich viewed the movie when she was press delegate to BFI London Film Festival (Oct. 2024) and was captivated by the 
story, production values, and artistry.  She presented to LAHIFF advisors who agreed it was great choice for DocSunday at YWCA Harbor Area 
and compliments their mission. 

About …..Ben Proudfoot, Director 
      Ben Proudfoot was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. He is a director and producer, known for The Queen of Basketball (2021), A 
Concerto Is a Conversation (2020) and That's My Jazz (2019). Recipient of  multiple award nominations including three Academy Awards® nods 
with two wins for Best Short Film (2022) and Best Short Documentary (2024).  He is a member of NewFilmmakers LA.  
 
2:20 pm Short film presentation in conjunction with NewFilmmakers LA 
CIRILO, A Legacy Untold 
 (USA, Jocmedia & Entertainment LLC, 2025, 26 min., dir. Justin O. Cooper) 
 

 
 
      Chronicles the extraordinary journey of Cirilo McSween, pioneering entrepreneur and civil rights activist. Born into poverty in Panama, 
McSween overcame racism in 1950s USA to rise as a trailblazing insurance executive, McDonald’s franchisee, and trusted ally of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.  Narrated by Grammy-winning singer and actress Ann Nesby, and featuring rare archival footage 
alongside interviews with Blanton Canady, Rev. Janette Wilson, and Jeanette Simpson, this powerful documentary celebrates a legacy of 
perseverance, leadership, and lasting impact. The film has been previewed in multiple film festivals and recently nominated for NAACP Image 
Award. For more see: https://www.cirilomcsweendoc.com/ 

About …..Justin Cooper, Director 
   Justin O. Cooper is producer, editor, and head of JOCMedia & Entertainment, LLC and its production banner, Kaleidoscope, which develops 
and produces commercial, feature, and TV projects.   His goal  for  CIRILO, A Legacy Untold goal was to craft a more than a historical record and 
create a cinematic experience that is both emotional and enduring. Through archival footage, personal testimonies, and rare insights he was able 
to convey to the audience the immediacy of McSween’s journey and its enduring relevance. This film is a tribute to his extraordinary life and a 
reminder of the power of courage, community, and vision. “His legacy bridges the Americas in a shared pursuit of dignity, leadership, and 
progress.” Cooper, a member of NFMLA, has a bright future in film. Keep an eye out….. 
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“DocSunday”, March 8 ~ Closing Event ~ POLA Premieres 

Venue: YWCA Harbor Area “Julia Morgan Auditorium”  
Program D   
2 pm Welcome & Introductions 

 
@ 3:15 pm Feature presentation 
The Eyes Of Ghana  
(USA, Breakwater Studios/Higherground Productions, 90 min., dir. Ben Proudfoot) 
Conversation and Q&A after both films 
   
     Feature documentary film executive produced by former USA President Barack and his wife Michelle Obama follows Chris 
Hesse, the personal cameraman to revolutionary leader Kwame Nkrumah, the first president of Ghana deposed in a coup d’etat in 
1966. Ghana was first African nation to gain freedom from European colonialism.  Nkrumah was pro a United Africa and had huge 
personality. He designated cinematographer Hesse to trail him and film every aspect of his life. Hesse had the foresight and saved 
over 1,000 rolls of film from Nkrumah's enemies who sought to destroy them, preserved in a vault in London, England.  
      At 93 years old Hesse, now a minister, passes the archival footage on and a special public screening of footage never seen 
in public before in a restored “al fresco” movie theatre in Accra, Ghana. The film is a voyage through Ghanian cinema and portrait 
of the country with endearing Hesse dedicated to film preservation,  Director Proudfoot and editor’s aesthetics are outstanding and 
poetic experience. Honored internationally numerous film festivals the movie is strong contender for Academy Awardâ nod in 
2027.  For more see: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt37815334/?ref_=fn_t_1  
  
Note: Stephanie Mardesich viewed the movie when she was press delegate to BFI London Film Festival (Oct. 2024) and was captivated by the 
story, production values, and artistry.  She presented to LAHIFF advisors who agreed it was great choice for DocSunday at YWCA Harbor Area 
and compliments their mission. 

About …..Ben Proudfoot, Director 
      Ben Proudfoot was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. He is a director and producer, known for The Queen of Basketball (2021), A 
Concerto Is a Conversation (2020) and That's My Jazz (2019). Recipient of  multiple award nominations including three Academy Awardsâ nods 
with two wins for Best Short Film (2022) and Best Short Documentary (2024).  He is a member of NewFilmmakers LA.  
 
2:15 pm Short film presentation in conjunction with NewFilmmakers LA 
CIRILO, A Legacy Untold 
 (USA, Jocmedia & Entertainment LLC, 2025, 26 min., dir. Justin O. Cooper) 
 

 
 
      Chronicles the extraordinary journey of Cirilo McSween, pioneering entrepreneur and civil rights activist. Born into poverty in Panama, 
McSween overcame racism in 1950s USA to rise as a trailblazing insurance executive, McDonald’s franchisee, and trusted ally of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.  Narrated by Grammy-winning singer and actress Ann Nesby, and featuring rare archival footage 
alongside interviews with Blanton Canady, Rev. Janette Wilson, and Jeanette Simpson, this powerful documentary celebrates a legacy of 
perseverance, leadership, and lasting impact. The film has been previewed in multiple film festivals and recently nominated for NAACP Image 
Award. For more see: https://www.cirilomcsweendoc.com/ 

About …..Justin Cooper, Director 
   Justin O. Cooper is producer, editor, and head of JOCMedia & Entertainment, LLC and its production banner, Kaleidoscope, which develops 
and produces commercial, feature, and TV projects.   His goal  for  Cirilo, A Legacy Untold goal was to craft more than a historical record and 
create a cinematic experience that is both emotional and enduring. Through archival footage, personal testimonies, and rare insights he was able 
to convey to the audience the immediacy of McSween’s journey and its enduring relevance. This film is a tribute to his extraordinary life and a 
reminder of the power of courage, community, and vision. “His legacy bridges the Americas in a shared pursuit of dignity, leadership, and 
progress.” Cooper, a member of NFMLA,  has a bright future in film. Keep an eye out….. 
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          LAHIFF offers special thanks to the following for their assistance and support:  
Board of Directors  

Stephanie Mardesich, Founder/ Director/CEO  
Carla Contestable, Andrea (Rukavina) Hegybelii, Nancy (McCutchan) Nottingham, Sally Corkran Jarrett  

In remembrance (late) Peter Read Miler 
*     *     * 

Lora Caudill, Principal Van Deene Steam Academy & Arts Magnate, Education Coordinator ~  
Sonia Bailey, Ex. Dir. YWCA Harbor Area, Volunteer Coordinator ~ Erika Velasquez ~ Jennifer Zivkovic LeMarque  

 Alysa Marks,  Website Design/Management ~  Marifrances Trivelli, Director, Los Angeles Maritime Museum  
Deborah Mardesich (internet support) ~ George Van Buren & Associates (accounting service)  

Vargas Enterprises (computer support) ~ Co-founder emeritus Jack Baric 
~  Souvenir Program prepared by Stephanie Mardesich  ~ 

 
Stephanie Mardesich, Festival Director/Founder 

Born and raised in San Pedro, California, Stephanie attended local public and private schools graduating with honors from San 
Pedro High School where she was active in student government and service clubs. The tradition of service was instilled in her from early 
childhood as a Brownie, Girl Scout,  charter member of the Assisteens, Jobs Daughters (majority member), and progeny of a historic  
family of Croatian and European  descent acknowledged for involvement in the cultural life of the community. 

She continued her higher education at Pine Manor College, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts  (A.A. Liberal Arts; now part of Boston 
College); University of Southern California (USC) (B.A. English Literature/Humanities; graduate studies USC School of Cinematic Arts 
M.A. thesis stage film history, criticism, aesthetics). Further studies include cours de vacance at University of Dijon, France, and Stanford 
Junior  University. She resided in London, England in 1986-88, where she was a journalist and PR consultant. She maintains close ties 
with the United Kingdom frequently traveling there. 

Known for her eclectic style, her penchant for film began as a child when she preferred viewing “old movies” on television rather 
than cartoons (except for Betty Boop & Popeye)). In the 1980s she produced several acclaimed equity waiver theatre productions in Los 
Angeles, including the world premiere of Trilogy Blue by J. Paul Porter at Los Angeles Actors Theatre, and west coast premiere of  Curse 
Of The Starving Class by Sam Shepard at the Met Theatre. She  made many forays to produce docu-dramas for  television or motion 
picture screen and became a public access television producer  with “Talk About Food and Film.” She was corporate communications 
director for Digital Productions known for “state of the art” computer graphics and special effects  utilizing the Cray Supercomputer (e.g. 
The Last Starfighter; screen credit) prior to her move to the U.K. 

Upon her return from abroad she focused her PR consulting in arts and entertainment, and non-profit sector representing clients 
such as the International Documentary Association (IDA) and numerous documentary filmmakers; YMCA, and other non-profit 
organizations.  As an accredited  journalist her byline has appeared in articles and essays about non-fiction film, travel and cuisine. She is 
also accredited journalist press delegate  for the BFI London Film Festival.  In 2017 she created “Cinema Stephanie” (blogette) pithy terse 
reviews of the “current cinema” with acute perception and positive perspective, published at LAHIFF website and internationally. In 2019 
she added “Eclectic Culture” blog to her repertoire that includes performance reviews, and travel/lifestyle articles..   Her letters to the editor 
appear frequently in various journals. She also manufacturers a gourmet food item “Stephanie’s Sensations Peppa Jelly” with proceeds 
going to charitable interests. In 2020 she became a contributing writer for newly launched PalosVerdesPulse.com online magazine with 
her monthly articles “ At the Movies…”  

In 2016 she was named one of the “Extraordinary Citizens” of California Senate District 35 by Senator Isadore Hall, III. Other 
commendations include the 2008 Pioneer Woman Award by the City of Los Angeles Commission on the Status of Women and 
(former)Councilwoman Janice Hahn, representing Council District 15. In 2010 she was a recipient of the Star Award from the San Pedro 
Chamber of Commerce. 

An active community advocate with a keen interest in historical  preservation - her family has been in SP for about 107 years 
with  significant legacy in the fishing industry. In 2018 she co-produced, with Jack Baric,  the first Los Angeles County sponsored oral 
history project “Stories Of Los Angeles Harbor Area: For Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow” (SOLAHA, Vol. I), with seven volumes now 
completed. In 2021 SOLAHA “The Movie” Vol. I composite film debuted at LAHIFF DocSunday subsequently opening night with Vol. II & 
III in 2022);   Vol. IV (2023);  Vol. V (2025); Vol. VI (2025) and Vol. VII 2026.  

For the past 24 years Stephanie has  dedicated her effort on behalf of the LAHIFF to her (late) parents Lee (Sher) Mardesich 
(elementary school teacher)  and Joseph M. Mardesich, Jr. “a lady and gentleman for all seasons” who always encouraged the values of 
education, cultural awareness and community participation; her (late) brother Joseph M. Mardesich, III, political pundit, historian, wine 
expert, Lakers fan and author (see www.whoshothueylong.com); staunch LAHIFF supporter/sponsor  (late)  Helen (Fistonich) DiMaggio; 
and fellow USC alumnus (late) Clifford Campion, award winning screenwriter, founding the CJC Writing Scholarship Fund at USC (film) 
school of cinematic arts in his honor to perpetuate the highest standard in screen writing. Her commitment continues as she works actively 
to perpetuate LAHIFF and SOLAHA throughout the year.  

 
Peter Read Miller (1947-2026) Photographer Key Art 

One of the eminent sports photographers in the world, Peter Read Miller’s (PRM) career spanned over  six decades beginning 
when he was a student University of Southern California photographing Trojan football games and teams for over 60 years. A major 
photographer with Illustrated Magazine (four decades) his credits include over 100 “S.I.” covers and portrait studies of most world 
renowned  athletes and sports figures including Muhammad Ali, Joe Montana, Magic Johnson, Ivan Ivankov, John Wooden, Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Kobe Bryant, Barry Bonds, John Elway, Gabriella Reece, Shaquille O’Neal and Kathy Ireland, 
among many more stellar athletes and prestigious individuals. . He photographed 39 Super Bowls, nine summer Olympics, was a 
consultant/spokesperson for Canon and Western Digital, photographer for Associated Press and the National Football League (NFL). His 
popular photographic workshops held nationally throughout the year were always “sold out.”  He served on the LAHIFF Board of Directors 
since its inception and lent his photo artistry to create the “brand” for the LAHIFF “Cinematic Bridge” beginning in 2009. In 2014 he 
published his first book Peter Read Miller On Sports Photography (New Riders, September 2013; and was honored with a special 
presentation by the City Los Angeles City Council sponsored by (late) Councilman Tom LaBaonge. See many examples of his exceptional 
photos gracing the walls Niko’s Pizzeria, popular local restaurant and LAHIFF Epicurean Sponsor.  

For more about PRM: www.peterreadmiller.com 

Program B  cont’d  
 
Rosalyn (Furman) Leach - Retired LAUSD Principal, Bandini Street Elementary School  
 Chronicles the early San Pedro Jewish community in the first half of the 20th Century, including building their first 
synagogue where the Italian-American Club is currently located at 19th & Cabrillo Streets.  
 
Steve Marconi - Journalist and ILWU Member  
 Tells the story of his ancestors  arrivals to America, at Plymouth Rock on one side of the family and through Ellis 
Island on the other.  
 
Peter Peyton - Former President ILWU Local 63 & Film Producer 
 Recalls his late grandfather Pete Grassi, a man of few word,  who let his fists do his talking when settling labor 
disputes as an ILWU Business Agent on the Los Angeles waterfront.  
 
Bob Bartlett - Retired LAUSD Teacher, & Lifetime Lifeguard 
 Explains how his late father, Reverend Art Bartlett founded the Beacon House Alcoholic and Drug Abuse Program 
after helping merchant seaman find help for their problems with alcohol.  
 
Joyce (Paulsen) Caudill - Retired  (over 30 years)  Barton Hill Elementary School Teacher 
 Recounts story of how the San Pedro High  School senior class pranks during Color Week landed some of the boys 
in her club in hot water with the assistant principal.   
 

About the Production 
 

Jack Baric, Director & Producer 
 Emmy Award winning filmmaker has been in film production for over two decades. The founder of San Pedro Magazine (now San 
Pedro Today), Jack has a diverse professional background with a foundation in great storytelling. He has produced numerous 
documentary films that have played on various networks, including PBS, Fox Sports, Amazon, and Hulu; and the LAHIFF among other 
film festivals. He has also made hundreds of short form videos for local and internationally based clients. In 2025 he directed The Smell Of 
Money, short documentary about San Pedro’s tuna and canning industry produced by POLA. 
   In addition to filmmaking and print publishing, he has a passion for marketing, economic development, and charitable good works. 
He recently launched GameChange,  an inspirational sports and personal empowerment media start-up, co-founded with  All American 
USC and NFL quarterback Paul McDonald. co-author of  his first book Thru The Tunnel, published  in 2022;  available via Amazon.  
  

Stephanie Mardesich, Producer  
 Known for her eclectic interests, strong presence in the community as activist and unofficial “cultural ambassador”, and avid about 
historic preservation Stephanie had the oral history project in mind for many years. She finally took the idea to Jack Baric proposing they 
collaborate. After their initial meeting in May 2017 with Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice  Hahn at Ports O’Call Restaurant SOLAHA 
who became inaugural fiscal/grant sponsor. SOLAHA was in production a year later in 2018; and  continues to build for future “digital” 
library.  
 Note: Both Baric & Mardesich are San Pedro natives and alumni of the University of Southern California. For full biographies see 
website. 

Vol VII Credits 
Jack Baric, Director/Producer ~ Stephanie Mardesich, Producer 

Camera operators: Noah Todd ~ Editors: Jack Baric & Noah Todd  ~  Stylist/Make up Perri Veganex  
SOLAHA Vol. VII filmed on location at DAC, Ante Perkov Way, San Pedro, California USA 

SOLAHA  Vol VII Sponsors 
Composite film and SOLAHA Inaugural Sponsor Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn, District 4  

Production sponsors 
Wendy (Madison/Trujillo) Kostrench, Rancho LPG Holdings, Dr. Nicholas, Ph.D. & Katherine Lovrich,  

Sally Corkran Jarrett, Joyce (Paulsen) Caudill, Lora Caudill  
~     ~     ~ 

SOLAHA website www.storieslaharborarea.com 
Management: Long Beach Web Designs 

 
Website Sponsors 

Renaissance Group (Erik Eisenberg), Steve & Florence  Kleinjan (founder Clean San Pedro)  
George Van Buren & Associates (Accounting Services) 

Jim Hussey (State Farm Insurance retired)), (late) Peter Read Miller (Photographer), 
 Phil Trani’s Restaurant, Sally Corkran Jarrett 

~     ~     ~ 
Harbor photo image courtesy of Joseph M. Mardesich, Jr. Family Archive 

~     ~     ~ 
Sponsor Opportunities Available for Filming & Website; financial donations welcome 

Contact Stephanie Mardesich email:  stephaniemardesich@yahoo.com or Telephone 310/519-0756 
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KAREN BASS 
MAYOR 

March 5, 2026  

Dear Friends,  

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 23rd Annual LA Harbor International 

Film Festival (LAHIFF).  

For more than two decades, LAHIFF has served as a cinematic bridge between the 

people of our region and the people of the world. By showcasing films and programs 

that reflect the Harbor Area’s rich history and diverse communities, the Festival 

continues to entertain, enlighten, and inspire audiences throughout Los Angeles and 

beyond.  

This year’s Festival, hosted across multiple Harbor venues, reflects both creativity and 

resilience as it continues its tradition of excellence while longtime spaces undergo 

renovation. The iconic “Cinematic Bridge” theme remains a powerful symbol of 

LAHIFF’s mission of connecting storytellers, artists, and audiences through the shared 

language of film, and through partnerships with local artists, community organizations, 

and dedicated supporters, LAHIFF strengthens our City’s vibrant cultural landscape and 

reinforces the Harbor as a center for artistic expression. 

You have my best wishes on a memorable event!  

Sincerely, 

Karen Bass Karen Bass

 
“DocSunday”, March 8 ~ Closing Event ~ POLA Premieres 

Venue: YWCA Harbor Area “Julia Morgan Auditorium”  
Program D   

                             About……YWCA of the Harbor Area 
 
  The story of the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) of 
the Harbor Area in San Pedro (SP) begins in November 1917 with six 
women coming together form the SP War Work Council. The Councils 
were part of a program sponsored by the National YWCA to address 
unique needs of women during World War I. Issues of concern included 
access to housing and recreation in urban areas with the influx of war 
work; meeting places around training camps where women could visit 
friends and relatives in the service; and concern for social morality 
issues, especially around military bases. 
  In 1917, the San Pedro War Work Council commissioned a 
detailed report outlining the social conditions in San Pedro. Although War 
Work Councils were erecting mostly temporary facilities specifically for 
wartime use, the report strongly advised that permanent facilities were 
needed in the port town since Fort MacArthur was located there and 
would continue to be active after the war. 
  Built in 1918, the architect Julia Morgan (1872-1957) designed the 
YWCA as a clubhouse located at 437 W. 9th Street in a residential 
neighborhood adjacent to historic downtown SP near the harbor. Morgan 
was one of California’s most influential architects. Remarkable not only 
as an independent woman working in what was traditionally a man’s provenance she was also a meticulous engineer 
who had already designed several YWCA related projects when she was brought in to plan the SP edifice.  In total she 
was architect for 32 YWCAs in California.  The SP building  is the last of two in the State actually still functioning. With 
its National Registry of Historic Monument status It is a true treasure and asset to SP and harbor area. 
  At a meeting in January 1918 Morgan  received the recommendations from the report that called for “a club and 
recreation center to compete successfully with public dances, motion pictures shows, and streets filled with men in 
uniform; housing with facilities for laundry and cooking breakfast; and rooms for 20 girls [to] provide for the acute 
emergency.” A swimming pool was a key part of the recommendations, as it offered young women a recreational 
outlet not available elsewhere in San Pedro. A budget of $5,000 for land, $12,000 for the building, and $2,500 for 
furnishings was established at the meeting. The unassuming board-and-batten structure differs dramatically from 
Morgan’s most extensive and iconic commission William Randolph Hearst’s La Cuesta Encantata (Hearst Castle) in 
San Simeon. These two projects demonstrate Morgan’s chameleon-like ability to suit the style of her buildings to the 
needs and budgets of each individual client.  
  Over the decades the YWCA has been a center for social and community activities, particularly for teenage 
girls in the 1940s-60s. The focus shifted some to be more inclusive of the wider community. After more than one 
hundred years of continuous service the YWCA still provides access for women as originally intended with expanded 
programs to nearly 20,000 individuals, children and families in need, including food and clothing distribution;  and 
composting,  workforce development digital skills, “Julia’s Closet” boutique style thrift store, childcare for three month 
to 5 yrs old, annual afternoon tea and many other significant events in a calendar year.   
  Plans are underway for expansion of the site and services, to restore the historical edifice and replace the east 
side building erected in the early 1950s as single apartments offering supplemental housing for young women in 
transition. This will include four storey housing and programming space to support wrap-around services to domestic 
violence victims and their children; and what has  been identified as a great deficit for senior women who need 
housing. Donations are needed and welcome and may be made to YWCA Harbor Area JMB Building Fund, 437 W. 9th 
St., SP 90731 For more information go to: YWCAHarbor.org 
 

Mission Statement 
To foster the economic self-sufficiency, emotional and physical well-being of women and girls, and their families in a 
world of peace, racial justice, dignity, freedom, and equality for all. 

 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KAREN BASS 
MAYOR 
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